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Table 1.	Summary of experimental treatments and hen sampling protocol.
	Groups1 
	Treatment/day
	Dose/form/route
	Sample taken /time2
	Feed intake3
	Performance records4

	CAL
	Untreated
	Nothing
	Blood, liver;
0h, 24h, 1wk,
2wk, 3wk, 4wk
	Ad libitum
	HDP, FI
Mortality/daily 
BW/weekly

	CRF
	Untreated
	Nothing
	The same
	Restricted 
	The same

	EAL
	E2 
Day:1,5,10,15,20.
	5mg/0.5mL oil/kg BW, i.m.
	 The same
	Ad libitum
	The same

	ERF
	E2 
Day:1,5,10,15,20.
	5mg/0.5mL oil/kg BW, i.m.
	The same
	Restricted 
	The same

	OAL
	Oil 
Day:1,5,10,15,20.
	0mg/0.5mL oil/kg BW, i.m.
	The same
	Ad libitum
	The same

	ORF
	Oil
Day:1,5,10,15,20.
	0mg/0.5mL oil/kg BW, i.m.
	The same
	Restricted 
	The same


1EAL = oestrogen-treated (ad libitum feed intake); ERF = oestrogen-treated (restricted feed intake); OAL = oil-treated (ad libitum feed intake); ORF = oil-treated (restricted feed intake); CAL = control (ad libitum feed intake); CRF = control (restricted feed intake); 
2Last treatment with exogenous E2 was performed on day 21, but samples and records were taken also 1 week post-treatment, on day 28.
3Feed was restricted by 10% of the daily feed intake recommended by breeder for birds of this age (30 to 35 wk of age). 
4HDP = hen day production; FI = feed consumption; BW = body weight; i.m. = intramuscular.
