Table 3. Sample rating, passages, and researcher-assigned valence scores
	Domain
	YEP-AAC item
	Youth’s rating (valence)
	Explanation
	Researcher-assigned valence

	Acceptability
	[image: ]
I like using this device around my friends.
	6
(positive)
	Researcher: So what do you like about using this device around your friends?
P1: They understand me and if you do talk to me you know me better.
Researcher: Are there any places that you don’t like using it with your friends?
P1: No.
	positive

	Practicality
	This device is light enough.
[image: ]
	2
(negative)
	Researcher: Does it weigh too much for you to carry around?
P1: I can move it, but it could fall.
Researcher: …and then it could break?
P1: Obviously it would break.
Researcher: So you’re not able to carry it around all day?
P1: No.
	negative

	Value
	This device is right for me.

[image: ][image: ] 
	2
(negative)
	Researcher: Do you like your [communication device] more than this other [communication device]?
P5: Yes
Researcher: Is it more difficult to use than your communication device?
P5: Yes.
Researcher: Would you like to change something about your [communication device]?
P5: Yes.
Researcher: Would you change the color?
P5: Yes.
	positive*


   *Prediction did not agree with youth rating.
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