Appendix 1. Search strings

	Embase.com
	2956
	2917

	Medline Ovid 
	3060
	1254

	Web of science 
	1280
	248

	Cochrane CENTRAL
	24
	2

	Google scholar
	200
	76

	Total 
	7520
	4497



Embase.com	2956
('hearing disorder'/mj/de OR 'hearing impairment'/mj/exp OR 'hearing impaired person'/mj/de OR (((hearing OR auditor*) NEAR/3 (disorder* OR impair* OR loss* OR difficult* OR disab* OR problem*)) OR deaf* OR (hard NEAR/3 hearing) OR ((ABR OR OAE) NEAR/3 (Fail*)) OR (hearing NEAR/6 (test* OR screen* OR assess*) NEAR/6 (Fail*))):ti) AND ('epidemiological data'/de OR 'epidemiology'/de OR 'hearing impairment'/exp/dm_ep OR incidence/exp OR prevalence/de OR 'cohort analysis'/de OR (epidemiol* OR prevalen* OR inciden* OR cohort*):ab,ti) AND (child/exp OR 'child behavior'/de OR pediatrics/exp OR childhood/exp OR 'child development'/de OR 'child growth'/de OR 'child health'/de OR 'child health care'/exp OR 'child care'/exp OR 'childhood disease'/exp OR 'pediatric ward'/de OR 'pediatric hospital'/de OR (preadolescen* OR infan* OR newborn* OR (new NEXT/1 born*) OR baby OR babies OR neonat* OR child* OR kid OR kids OR toddler* OR boy* OR girl* OR kindergar* OR prepubescen* OR prepubert* OR pediatric* OR paediatric* OR schoolchild* OR preschool*):ab,ti) NOT ([Conference Abstract]/lim OR [Letter]/lim OR [Note]/lim OR [Editorial]/lim) AND [english]/lim 

Medline Ovid 	3060
(* exp Hearing Disorders/ OR * Persons With Hearing Impairments/ OR (((hearing OR auditor*) ADJ3 (disorder* OR impair* OR loss* OR difficult* OR disab* OR problem*)) OR deaf* OR (hard ADJ3 hearing) OR ((ABR OR OAE) ADJ3 (Fail*)) OR (hearing ADJ6 (test* OR screen* OR assess*) ADJ6 (Fail*))).ti.) AND (Epidemiologic Measurements/ OR incidence/ OR prevalence/ OR epidemiology/ OR exp Hearing Disorders/ep OR exp Cohort Studies/ OR (epidemiol* OR prevalen* OR inciden* OR cohort*).ab,ti.) AND (exp child/ OR exp infant/ OR child behavior/ OR pediatrics/ OR child development/ OR child health/ OR child care/ OR childhood disease/ OR Hospitals, Pediatric/ OR (preadolescen* OR infan* OR newborn* OR (new ADJ born*) OR baby OR babies OR neonat* OR child* OR kid OR kids OR toddler* OR boy* OR girl* OR kindergar* OR prepubescen* OR prepubert* OR pediatric* OR paediatric* OR schoolchild* OR preschool*).ab,ti.) NOT (letter OR news OR comment OR editorial OR congresses OR abstracts).pt. AND english.la. 

Cochrane CENTRAL	24
((((hearing OR auditor*) NEAR/3 (disorder* OR impair* OR loss* OR difficult* OR disab* OR problem*)) OR deaf* OR (hard NEAR/3 hearing) OR ((ABR OR OAE) NEAR/3 (Fail*)) OR (hearing NEAR/6 (test* OR screen* OR assess*) NEAR/6 (Fail*))):ti) AND ((epidemiol* OR prevalen* OR inciden* OR cohort*):ab,ti) AND ((preadolescen* OR infan* OR newborn* OR (new NEXT/1 born*) OR baby OR babies OR neonat* OR child* OR kid OR kids OR toddler* OR boy* OR girl* OR kindergar* OR prepubescen* OR prepubert* OR pediatric* OR paediatric* OR schoolchild* OR preschool*):ab,ti) 

Web of science 	1280
TI=((((hearing OR auditor*) NEAR/2 (disorder* OR impair* OR loss* OR difficult* OR disab* OR problem*)) OR deaf* OR (hard NEAR/2 hearing) OR ((ABR OR OAE) NEAR/2 (Fail*)) OR (hearing NEAR/5 (test* OR screen* OR assess*) NEAR/5 (Fail*)))) AND TS=(((epidemiol* OR prevalen* OR inciden* OR cohort*)) AND ((preadolescen* OR infan* OR newborn* OR (new NEAR/1 born*) OR baby OR babies OR neonat* OR child* OR kid OR kids OR toddler* OR boy* OR girl* OR kindergar* OR prepubescen* OR prepubert* OR pediatric* OR paediatric* OR schoolchild* OR preschool*)) ) AND DT=(article) AND LA=(english)

Google scholar
"hearing| auditory disorders| impairment| loss| difficulty| disabilities| problem"| deaf| deafness epidemiology| epidemiological| prevalence| incidence| cohort infants| newborn| neonates| children| pediatric| paediatric

