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Tables

Table 1 - NCAs' evaluation of the position of competition authorities in the ECN - Control
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The NCAs’ assessment of the effectiveness of the ECN on convergence in the application of competition rules across the EU is also very positive, as shown in Table 2. The ECN performs an important socialisation role by fostering the emergence of a common ethos across NCAs, as well as functioning as an effective dissemination platform for good or innovative practice across the EU. One NCA expressed disagreement with the second statement on the grounds that the ECN not always manages very effectively, in their opinion, to perform the tasks set out in the Commission’s Network Notice. 
Table 2 - NCAs' assessment of the wider impact of the ECN across the EU – Effectiveness (for policy convergence)
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Network figures 


In the first two figures, the NCAs are colour-coded according to the number of competition cases that each has dealt with since 2004 and divided into four groups. In figure 3, the nodes of the network (i.e. the NCAs) are colour-coded as per the number of staff units they had in 2014 (the year when we conducted the interviews). 
In figure 1, node sizes correspond to the indegree of NCAs, i.e. the number of incoming ties they receive. In this case, the ties are the nominations made by their counterparts. In figure 2 and 3, node sizes correspond to the outdegree of NCAs, i.e. the number of outgoing ties they maintain with their peers. In the figures, missing respondents are identified by the triangle shape. We assigned a minimal amount of indegree and outdegree to these respondents for them to appear in the plot. 
Figure 1 shows that NCAs with the highest number of cases are the most sought after. Two of the triangle nodes (i.e. missing respondents) also have high indegree scores. Figure 2 shows that NCAs that have dealt with fewer cases possess more outgoing than incoming ties. Sending more outgoing ties signifies search for information and valuable partners. In figure 3, NCAs with intermediate numbers of staff appear as the most active. This pattern is suggestive of a mechanism of compensation, whereby NCAs use external informal network ties to compensate for lacking resources (Vantaggiato 2019). The four isolated nodes in both figures correspond to NCAs that none of our 15 respondents nominated among their frequent contacts. 

Figure 1 - Informal network structure; node size = indegree
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Figure 2 - Informal network structure - node size = outdegree
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Figure 3 - Informal network structure - node size = outdegree
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Please tell us which of the following statements best captures your evaluation of the ECN:

a. ‘“The ECN is a partnership of equals’

b. ‘The ECN is a partnership of equals, in which the Commission is primus inter

pares’
c. ‘The ECN is dominated by the Commission’

d. ‘The ECN is dominated by NCAs from the larger member states’
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‘The ECN has made the coherent application of 7 7 1
Community antitrust rules possible within the EU”
‘The ECN has brought about a convergence of 7 7 1
antitrust practice within the EU”
‘The ECN enables innovative practices to be 5 8 2
disseminated among NCAs within the EU’
‘The ECN enables best practice to be 7 8
disseminated among NCAs within the EU’
‘The ECN has helped to build a common 7 8

competition culture among EU NCAs’





