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Table S1. Key Event 1 – First collection date calculated for all species, species with at least 15 specimens, restricted, medium and widespread species. Number of species (N), mean time lag (M), standard deviation (SD) and range are provided.

	
	N
	M
	SD
	Range

	All
	59
	1897.7
	63.2
	1700 - 2003

	15
	27
	1899.9
	43.7
	1800 - 1984

	Restricted
	33
	1925.6
	41.4
	1853 - 1994

	Medium
	14
	1856.5
	61.0
	1700 - 1960

	Widespread
	9
	1841.8
	62.5
	1700 - 1903





Table S2. Key Event 2 – Publication date calculated for all species, species with at least 15 specimens, restricted, medium and widespread species. Number of species (N), mean time lag (M), standard deviation (SD) and range are provided. The mean year of publication for all 61 Aframomum species is 1934.5 (+ 67.8 SD, range 1782 – 2017). Two species, Aframomum angustifolium (Sonn.) K.Schum. and Aframomum citratum (J.Pereira) K.Schum., were excluded from this analysis because the date of collection for the first specimen is not known.

	
	N
	M
	SD
	Range

	All
	59
	1938.5
	65.0
	1802 - 2017

	15
	29
	1900.4
	65.1
	1782 - 2014

	Restricted
	33
	1968.0
	54.6
	1854 - 2017

	Medium
	14
	1902.7
	63.7
	1802 - 2011

	Widespread
	9
	1878.4
	26.4
	1827 - 1911





Table S3. Key Event 3 calculated for the collection (C) and correct determination (D) of 15 specimens. Number of species (N), mean time lag (M), standard deviation (SD) and range are provided.

	
	
	N
	M
	SD
	Range

	Key event 3
	C
	29
	1963.5
	24.5
	1908 - 1998

	
	D
	29
	1999.3
	16.6
	1961 - 2014





Table S4. Lag 1. The time taken from the collection of the first specimen to the publication of the species name, calculated for all species, species with at least 15 specimens, restricted, medium and widespread species. Number of species (N), mean time lag (M), standard deviation (SD) and range are provided.

	
	N
	M
	SD
	Range

	All
	59
	40.8
	40.1
	1 - 187

	15
	27
	43.3
	45.8
	1 - 187

	Restricted
	33
	42. 4
	35.1
	1 - 108

	Medium
	14
	46.2
	40.5
	1 - 125

	Widespread
	9
	36. 7
	55.6
	1 - 187





Table S5. Lag 2. The time taken the collection of the first specimen to the collection (C), and correct determination (D) of the first 15 (Lag 2) specimens. The time lags between the collection and correct determination of 15 specimens is 35.8 years. Lag 2 could not be calculated for any species without a complete determination history for the minimum number of specimens (15). Number of species (N), mean time lag (M), standard deviation (SD) and range are provided.

	
	
	N
	M
	SD
	Range

	Lag 2
	C
	29
	65.0
	33.8
	9 - 128

	
	D
	29
	100.8
	38.8
	30 - 193
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