[bookmark: _GoBack]Appendix 2. Sampling design. The outer irregular line represents a single gap or a single-tree selection stand. Browsing damage was recorded from nine circular plots (5 m diameter in gaps and 8 m in single-tree selection stands). Plots were placed systematically such that the outermost plots were to the main compass directions from the center plot and 4 m from the gap or stand edge. The middle plots were half the distance (1/2X) between the center and the outermost plots.
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