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Supplementary Figure 5: Longitudinal changes in DNA methylation profiles upon smoking cessation; information was available only in the CARDIOGENICS cohort (Cardio-WB). The lead probe of each locus (known and new) is shown. Subjects were grouped based on the time of smoking cessation. Group A includes the Never and Ex-smokers who had ceased smoking more than 12 weeks prior to donating blood. Group B includes current and ex-smokers who had ceased smoking less than 12 weeks prior to donating blood. Methylation profiles were very similar between smokers and ex-smokers of less than 12 weeks and both differed from subjects in group A.  Ex-smokers of more than 12 weeks had methylation profiles closer to never smokers than subjects in group B indicating that DNA methylation differences caused by cigarette smoking are partially reversible and this process takes more than three months.
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