
South Africa has eleven 
official languages: Sepedi, 
Tshivenda, Xitsonga, English,
Afrikaans, SiSwati, Seso
tho, Setswana, IsiNdebele, 
IsiXhosa and IsiZulu. Due 
to historical dimensions in 
South Africa, most of the 
languages were only spoken 
in their place of origin, with 
the exception of the Gauteng
region. However, post 1994, 
with the shift of the political 
landscape in South Africa, 
people were more free to 
move around the country for
various reasons, enabling 
most people to speak more 
than one language.

English is currently used 
as the main medium of com
munication, even at institu

 of learning, with a few 
institutions using both English
and Afrikaans. It is noteable 
that English and Afrikaans 
do not have dominance over 
the other native languages, 
despite their status as a main
medium of communication.

Native Languages in the Northern 
Municipalities of South Africa
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As indicated by the maps,
most of the languages are 
dominantly spoken around 
their place of origin, but also
within the City of Johannes
burg, City of Tshwane and 
the Erkhuruleni district, all 
in Gauteng. The reason for 
this distribution is mainly 
because it is the economic 
hub of South Africa, and 
people move from the rural 
areas to this urban area in 
search of employment.

As indicated by this data- 
set, covering seventeen mun-
icipalities in South Africa, 
most of the native languag
es have spread out beyond 

Other languages are also 
spoken in South Africa 
beyond those presented here,
either originating within the 
country, or brought in by 
foreigners.
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The patterns of access to communication 
in northern South Africa reflect the 
diverse lifestyles and conditions 
across the region.

While access to cell phones is high 
across the entire region, use 
of landlines is low. The 
Gauteng province has a 
noticeable higher rate 
of access to landlines, 
likely related to the 
higher population 
and population 
density of the area.

Access to the inter- 
net and to mail 
delivery varies 
greatly across the 
region. While the 
municipalities of 
Gauteng, as well as 
one municipality in 
North West province, 
have relatively high rates of 
mail delivery (over 65%), in 
several other municipalities, less 
than 10% of households receive 
mail delivery. The spread in access 
to internet is not as pronounced, but 
relatively low across the region. Only 
one municipality, the City of Tshwane, 
has an internet access rate above 50%. 
However, the lowest rate, found in 
Greater Sekhukhune, is just below 20%.
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The Department of Water 
Affairs (DWA) has embarked 
on a journey to revitalise 
water supply programmes 
in South Africa by invest-
ing billions of Rands into 
water supply projects in 
order to meet the Millen-
nium Development Goal 
of halving the proportion 
of people without access 
to safe drinking water. As 
part of upgrading the 
sources of water supply 
in the country, the South-
ern African Development 
Community (SADC) has 
acknowledged the impor-
tance of regional water 
schemes as a primary 
source of water in the 
Republic.

Following recent reports 
on water scarcity in the 
country, particularly in the 
northern regions, specu-
lations on the current 
statistics of sources of 
water supply in these 
regions has been of great 
interest to the Depart-
ment of Water Affairs as 
part of the revitalization 
process.

Main Sources of Water in the Water-Scarce Region of Northern South Africa

In 2011, the number of households in 
northern South Africa making use of the 
regional or local water scheme was reported 
to be about 6.15 million, which makes up 

82.37% of all water sources in the region, as 
recorded by the Statistics South Africa (Stats 
SA). The next largest water source, boreholes, 
are utilized by 7.23%.

Many municipalities heav-
ily rely on alternative water 
sources in addition to the 
regional or local water 
schemes. Households in 
the Limpopo provinces 
make the heaviest use of 
alternative sources, drawing 
33.69% of water from 
other sources. About  
11.68% of this comes
from bodies of water 
(including dams, rivers, 
springs, pools and stag-
nant water). In Mpuma-
langa, 6.62% of house-
holds rely on bodies of 
water. The high use of 
bodies of water in Limpo-
po and Mpumalanga is 
likely due to the proximity
of the Limpopo River. 

Households in the North 
West instead heavily utilize 
boreholes and water ven-
dors, which make up 20.4% 
of their water supply. The 
Gauteng Province, on the 
other hand, relies heavily 
on regional or local water 
schemes as a main source of 
water, with about 93.88% 
of the households utilizing 
this water source.
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Refuse Disposal Methods in the Northern Municipalities of South Africa
The volume of refuse that is 

generated by households on 
a daily basis is on the increase. 
In order to ensure that house-
holds dispose of their refuse 
regularly, each municipality 
should provide a service to 
the tax-paying community to 
dispose of the refuse appro-
priately.

While many areas of north-
ern South Africa can depend 
on a refuse removal service to 
remove trash from the house-
hold to be incinerated, many 
households must remove their 
trash to landfill dumps. The 
use of landfills is quite high in 
the region and provides a col-
lective place for storing the 
communities refuse, but con-
taminants from toxic waste 
can pollute the ground water. 
Still other households have 

no reliable method for dis-
posing of refuse and remov-
ing it from the household.

The census data presented 
below is crucial for under-
standing and informing about 
the challenges faced by each 
municipality regarding their 
waste management policies. 
While the more urban munici-
palities, such as the City of 
Johannesburg and Ekurhuleni, 
have a strong waste removal 
program in place and 
very low usage of 
refuse dumps, 
more rural areas 

further removed from the 
population center must heav-
ily rely on refuse dumps, or 
simply do without a refuse 
disposal method.
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the drop-out rate even 
reaches as high as 96% in 
the Dr Ruth Segomotsi 
Mompati District. Also, in 
the year 2011, statistics 
showed that over 6.2 
million learners from these 
districts combined, finished 
primary school. Speaking 
in Parliament today, the 
Minister for Basic Educa-
tion Angie Motshekga said 
she was rather surprised 
by the findings, as records 
for the last 10 years show 
that enrolments in primary 
and secondary school has 
been increasing at an aver-
age of 10 to 15% in these 
districts. Her records also 
show an increase in the 
number of primary and 
secondary schools over 
the years, despite the back-
logs.
However, while enrolment 

and school facilities are 
increasing, some children 
remain out of school and 
there are still many cases 
of drop-outs. The Minister 
has issued a stern warning 
to all the Department of 
Education officials working 
in this region and has 
instructed them to find out 
reasons behind these high 
dropout rates in schools 
and improve them accord-
ingly by making effective 
plans.
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Highest Educational Level in the Northern Municipalities of South Africa 2011
Education has always been 

the backbone of a nation. 
It is a gateway for students 
to realize their full poten-
tial and contribute to the 
development of a nation. 
However, over the past 
decade, the unfortunate 
reality is that the income 
gap has widened between 
South African families and 
educational outcomes are 
one of the key areas influ-
enced by family incomes. 
Taking note of high drop-

out rates in primary and 
secondary schools, the 
Government has ordered 
the Department of Educa-
tion officials to reverse the 
trend or face the music. 
Notably, in the Northern 
parts of South Africa, in 
around 17 districts, statis-
tics reveal that about 13 
million people had second-
ary school leaving qualifi-
cations. Of all the people 
that had secondary school 
leaving qualifications,  only 
1.2 million managed to 
make it  through tertiary – 
showing an alarming rate 
of 91% of learners either 
dropping out of the system 
altogether or remaining 
stuck with secondary school 
leaving qualifications.
This pattern is visible 

across every district in this 
part of the country, where 
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South Africa’s history
is one that has many 
views and colours, like 
the rainbow, hence the
phrase “The Rainbow 
Nation”. This article 
focuses on four of the 
warmest provinces sit- 
uated in the northern
part of the country, 
including the Gauteng
province, the smallest 
and most populated 
province in South Africa.

These provinces have
the best safaris in the 
country, making them 
a tourist paradise. In 
the City of Tshwane, 

government buildings,
such as the Union 
building, and many 
historical infrastruc
ture worth visiting to 
get a feel of the coun
try’s history.

The Gauteng prov
ince includes places 

such as Soweto, in 

Apartheid and Voor
trekker monuments, 
historical gold mines 
and the Cullinan dia- 
mond mine, to name 
but a few.

The North West prov
 has one of the 

biggest game reserves,
called Madikwe Game 
Reserve.

Despite the diversity
in South Africa, the black
population accounts 
for the largest popula
tion group according 
to Stats SA, followed 
by White, Coloured, 
Indian and Asian, as 
well as other popula
tion groups.
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Population Groups in the Northern Provinces of South Africa
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Cooking Fuel Use in the Northern 
Provinces of South Africa in 2011
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This map shows the distribution of 
fuel used for cooking by household 
in the four northern provinces of 
South Africa – North West, Gauteng, 
Limpopo and Mpumalanga. The 
municipalities within each province 
are also shown. The main usage of 
energy in South Africa is for cooking, 
followed by heating and lighting, 
according to the Department of Envi-
ronmental Affairs of the Republic of 
South Africa.

It is clear that in the Gauteng Prov-
ince, electricity is the prevailing 
source of energy in all municipalities 
for cooking, followed by paraffin, 
wood and other sources. In the 
other three provinces, fuel source 
usage varies among the municipali-
ties. In the municipal-
ities Mopani and 
Vhembe, in the 
Limpopo Province, 
wood is the main 
fuel source used 
for cooking. In 
every other munic-
ipality, electricity is the 
main fuel source used.

It is also notable that in the Gert 
Sibande municipality in the Mpuma-
langa Province, 11% of the energy 
used for cooking is provided by coal, 

substantially more than in any of the 
other municipalities.

Averaging the mapped municipali-
ties, the majority of households use 
electricity (69.7%) as the main fuel 
source for cooking, followed by 
wood (18.5%), paraffin (8.3%) and 
other fuel types (3.5%). Of the 7.4 
million households surveyed, 3.88 
million are located in Gauteng, the 
smallest of the four provinces. 
Within Gauteng, the cities munici-
palities of City of Johannesburg, 
City of Tswane and Ekurhuleni 
account for 3.3 million of the 
total households surveyed.
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