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As the number of landline 
users started to dwindle in 
the year 2000, a new player 
gained more and more users 
– the cell phone. Comparing 
access to cell phones, internet
access, landline telephones 
and mail delivery in 2011, 
the cell phone is the most 
common point of access to 
communication across northern
South Africa. Mail delivery is 
the second most common 
point of access, while land- 

 telephones are the least 
common.
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The Age of the Cell Phone in Northern South Africa

Average Access to Communication Type

While most municipalities 
across northern South Africa 
follow a similar trend of high 
cell phone use and low access
to other forms of com
ication, the municipalities in 
Gauteng have much 
access both to internet
mail delivery.
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The Spread of Languages of the Limpopo 
Province across Northern South Africa

Limpopo is a province in northern 
South Africa. Three of the eleven 
official languages in the country origi-
nate in this province: Sepedi, Tshiven-
da and Xitsonga. As indicated by the 
map, these languages have spread 
throughout South Africa. Besides the 
Limpopo region, these languages are 
also heavily used in the Gauteng prov-
ince, the economic hub of South 
Africa. Heavy use of these languages in 
Gauteng indicates movement of people 
from the Limpopo region looking for 
economic opportunities, suggesting that 
there are few 
opportunities in 
the Limpopo 
region. This 
is supported 
by the 2011 
Census, which 
indicated that the 
Limpopo region has 
high levels of poverty.

While Sepedi, Tshivenda and 
Xitsonga have all spread from 
their district of origin to the 
Gauteng Province, these languages 
have not spread as heavily within 
their own neighboring districts. For 
example, the Sepedi language, origi-
nating in the Capricorn district, has 

fewer speakers in the neighboring 
Vhembe district than in the City of 
Johannesburg. While South Africans 
are proud of their diverse country, there 
are still significant cultural differences 
among the various regions of South 
Africa, indicated by the distribution 
of its native languages.
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Electricity is the main fuel used for cooking in all but two of 
 

Vhembe, both in the Limpopo Province. It is also notable that 
in the municipality of Gert Sibande in Mpum-
alanga, coal makes up 11% of the fuel 
used for cooking, 
more than in any of the 

Gauteng Province has a 
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Main Fuel Used for Cooking in the Northern Provinces of South Africa
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WATER: A SOURCE OF LIFE
Use of the Regional Water Scheme and Other Major Water 
Sources in the Northern Municipalities of South Africa
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Climbing the 
Education 
Ladder
Highest Educational 
Level Reported in the 
Northern Municipalities 
of South Africa 2011
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Refuse Disposal in Northern South Africa
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