



Supplement 2 A description of the Irish health system and gatekeepers

[bookmark: _GoBack]In Ireland, there is a 2-tier healthcare system comprising a largely tax-funded public system (Health Service Executive, HSE) and a private health sector accessed by about 46% of the population [1]. About one third of the population has medical card status (means-assessed entitlement to free public health services); the rest make some payment for health services including for General Practice and public hospitals [2]. SLT and other therapies may be free at the point of care for all citizens regardless of medical card status, however timely access may be significantly limited in the public system [3]. Access to post-stroke support including SLT, psychological support and support for families/caregivers is fragmented, variable and front-loaded [3-7]. Indeed, a lack of availability of rehabilitation services for people with acquired brain injury has been highlighted in both public and private sectors [8]. There is a consequent reliance on the voluntary sector for provision of essential services including neurorehabilitation and community support [5]. Such organisations include gatekeepers for this study: Acquired Brain Injury Ireland (ABII), Aphasia Ireland, Croí, Headway Ireland, Irish Heart Foundation (IHF) and the Limerick Stroke Support Club. We also recruited through the SLT service in the Health Service Executive (HSE) Mid-West. 
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