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The following strategies were used to support participants with aphasia, including those with severe aphasia, to meaningfully participate in the interviews. These were drawn from the aphasia literature.
Interviews were audio and video recorded. Non-verbal video data were used to supplement audio transcripts and resolve ambiguity [9, 27, 28, 49-51]. This reduced the requirement for detailed notetaking which allowed the researcher to be more ‘present’ and maximally support PWA in the interview process through active listening and supported conversation techniques.
Where possible, interviewing people with mild- moderate aphasia first in order to better support those with more severe aphasia at a later stage, for example by scaffolding responses or providing examples of what other PWA had said [49, 52]. 
Monitoring for signs of fatigue (researcher or participant), emotion, or distress, and providing breaks when required [53, 54].
Supported conversation techniques to maximise understanding and expression including using short, simple sentences, giving lots of time, writing key words, incorporating gesture and drawing, using topic-based pictures / photos, scales, clarification and recapping [46]
Including significant others as conduits of communication [23]. 



Our Public and Patient Involvement collaborators also suggested a range of strategies to ensure significant others, when included, did not “speak for” the PWA in commenting on what supported them to LWA [54]. These included always posing questions to the PWA first, allowing plenty of time to respond, addressing questions using names and checking back with the PWA to verify significant other contributions.

