Comparison of French phonology tools

Appendix A. Nonlinear (NL) and linear (L) accounts for hierarchical and autonomous representations within speech productions
	Adult target
	Child’s production
	Description (explanation)

	1a) /ˈlɛ/	
      lait 
     'milk'

1b) /ʃɔ.kɔˈlɑ/
      chocolat
‘chocolate’

1c) /e.leˈfɑ̃/
     éléphant
    ‘elephant’
	[ˈlɛ]



[ʃɔ.kɔ.ˈlɑ]



[eˈfɑ̃]



	NL: The later-acquired /l/ (relative to some manner classes in French) is only possible in a stressed part of a foot. Thus, there is deletion of the unstressed syllable when it contains the lateral /l/. Both the syllable and /l/ are produced in the word lait and the multisyllabic word éléphant, where the /l/ is in a stressed syllable. Syllable prominence interacts with segmental content.
L: Linear phonology would require a series of complicated rules, resulting in an arbitrary contrast between lait, chocolat and éléphant or simply a designation of inconsistency.
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