Appendix 2: Expressive skills with corresponding PLS test item numbers
	Code   
	Expressive skill
	Test item no.
	Typical age of
acquisition (years)

	
	
	PLS-5
	PLS-4
	

	E1
	Babbles two syllables together e.g. mama, baba
	15
	16
	2

	E2
	Uses at least one word
	17
	17
	

	E3
	Imitates a word
	20
	21
	

	E4
	Uses at least 5 words
	23
	22
	

	E5
	Uses gestures and vocalisations to request objects
	24
	23
	3

	E6
	Names objects in photographs
	26
	26
	

	E7
	Uses words more often than gestures to communicate
	27
	27
	

	E8
	Uses words for a variety of pragmatic functions
	28
	29
	

	E9
	Uses different word combinations
	29
	30
	

	E10
	Names a variety of pictured objects
	30
	37
	4

	E11
	Combines three or four words in spontaneous speech
	31
	32
	

	E12
	Uses a variety of nouns, verbs, modifiers and pronouns in spontaneous speech
	32
	35
	

	E13
	Produces basic 4-5 word sentences
	33
	36
	

	E14
	Uses verb + -ing
	34
	34
	

	E15
	Uses plurals
	35
	31
	

	E16
	Answers what and where questions
	36
	33
	

	E17
	Names described object
	37
	47
	5

	E18
	Answers questions logically
	38
	41
	

	E19
	Uses possessives
	39
	40
	

	E20
	Tells how an object is used
	40
	38
	

	E21
	Answers questions about hypothetical events
	41
	44
	

	E22
	Names categories
	44
	49
	6

	E23
	Formulates meaningful, grammatically correct questions
	45
	55
	

	E24
	Completes analogies
	46
	46
	

	E25
	Uses qualitative concepts short and long
	47
	51
	

	E26
	Uses adjectives to describe objects
	49
	52
	

	E27
	Responds to ‘why’ questions by giving a reason
	50
	48
	7

	E28
	Repairs semantic absurdities
	51
	60
	

	E29
	Uses –er to indicate one who
	52
	53
	

	E30
	Rhymes words
	53
	63
	

	E31
	Completes similes
	55
	58
	

	E32
	Uses past tense forms
	56
	54
	








