Appendix B
Item Revisions Made in Response to Cognitive Testing

Based on the responses to cognitive interviews, we revised the instructions to read, “I want to ask you about some activities that you might have done or attempted to do with the assistance of your prosthesis in the past two weeks. I want you to first tell me if you’ve done the activity or attempted to do the activity with the assistance of your prosthesis and then if you have, I am going ask you to rate the ease of doing the activity.” Because we asked about the ease of doing activities, to avoid confusion, we reversed the scale so that the higher numbers indicated greater ease.   
We removed the original item pertaining to donning and doffing the prosthesis because participants did not indicate that this activity was performed with a prosthesis. We also modified several items. The item, “use a fork and spoon” was modified to “eat with a fork or spoon,” to specify the activity of bringing the utensil to mouth for eating rather than using a fork for stabilizing food to cut it.  Another item, “open door with knob,” was modified to “open door with round knob,” because participants explained that opening doors with lever shaped knobs was much easier than opening doors with round knobs. We qualified the item “pour from a 12oz can” by adding the words, “without spilling or crushing.”  We changed “open an envelope”, to “holding an envelope to open it,” and “stir in a bowl” to “holding a bowl to stir” to be clearer which aspect of the activities would be done with the prosthesis.  We found that the new item of putting on personal clothing was difficult to answer because participants explained that some of the items were easier to put on than others.  In particular, donning a bra was reported as much more difficult than donning underpants.  Thus, we distinguished between donning underwear and donning a bra and added an item for women only, “fastening a bra.”
We removed the item, “sharpen a pencil,” because participants seemed unsure how to respond to this item because sharpening a pencil could be done with a simple, mechanical sharpener or an electric sharpener, and one method was more difficult than the other. Further, most participants did not have experience using a pencil sharpener. We removed one of the original UEFS items “dial a touch tone phone,” because respondents spoke about using a variety of different types of phones.  For example, one respondent explained that she could use one type of smart phone that was sensitive to touch, but not another that required the conductivity/heat of her finger to operate.  
We also added 4 new items identified by participants when asked about other activities that they commonly did or had difficulty doing: “chopping vegetables at a counter,” “lifting a shopping bag containing about 10 lbs., using your prosthesis only,” and “lifting a shopping bag containing about 20 lbs. using your prosthesis”, and “eating a deli sandwich.” We also incorporated 2 items from a prior national survey of Veterans and tested in prior cognitive and pilot testing, “lift and carry bulky objects like grocery bags or crates that weigh more than 15 pounds using your prosthesis?” and “spread peanut butter on fresh bread using your prosthesis?” 

