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	Author, year, country
	Sampling method
	Participants (N)
	Follow-up length (years)
	+/-Gallstones at follow-up (N)
	Incidence rate (%/year)
	Explorative variables’ association to incident gallstones

	Barbara et al. 1988, Italy23
	Complete population of Sirmione, age 18-65 years
	1911
	5-10
	62/1268
	0.46
	Pos.1
	Age, obesity, parity

	
	
	
	
	
	
	N.A.3
	Sex, triglycerides

	Barbara et al. 1993, Italy10
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Misciagna et al. 1996, Italy11
	Systematic sampling from electoral rolls in Castellana, age 30-69 years
	2472
	7 
	104/1858
	0.97
	Pos.1
	Age, BMI, parity, smoking, weight change, diabetes, years of schooling, laxatives, skimmed milk, fried foods, olive oil

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Neg.2
	Cholesterol, HDL cholesterol, wine, coffee consumption (yes/no), weekly fish consumption, whole meal bread

	
	
	
	
	
	
	N.A.3
	Sex, triglycerides, glucose, social class, years schooling, bowel movements, gallstones in parents, myocardial infarction, cirrhosis, medications, different food items, coffee, other alcohols, sugar

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Angelico et al. 1997, Italy12
	Random sample from electoral rolls in Sezze, females and age 20-69 years
	399
	10
	16/237
	0.63
	Pos.1
	BMI, parity

	
	
	
	
	
	
	N.A.3
	Age, Cholesterol, HDL cholesterol, triglycerides, glucose, weight-lowering diets, bowel habits, menopausal status

	Festi et al. 2008, Italy13
	Systematic sampling from electoral rolls and complete populations of small towns (MICOL), age 30-69
	9611
	8 
	485/9032
	0.67
	Pos.1
	Males: Age, BMI, triglycerides, diabetes, peptic ulcer, liver cirrhosis, pain in epigastrium, pain in right hypochondrium 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Females: Age, BMI

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Neg.2
	Males: Cholesterol, HDL cholesterol

	Halldestam et al. 2009, Sweden14
	Random sample from population register of Linköping
	739
	6 
	42/461
	1.39
	Pos.1
	LDL cholesterol, length of follow-up

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Neg.2
	Alcohol consumption every week (yes/no)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	N.A.3
	Age, sex, BMI, smoking, HDL cholesterol, triglycerides, plasma lipoprotein A, skilled occupation, diabetes, heredity, NSAID

	Chen et al. 2014, Taiwan15
	Volunteers from the Cheng Hsin hospital in Tapei, from age 20 years 
	2260
	3.5
	23/1273
	0.63
	Pos.1
	Age, BMI, non-alcoholic fatty liver disease

	
	
	
	
	
	
	N.A.3
	Sex, glucose, systolic blood pressure, diastolic blood pressure, blood lipids, and alanine transaminase

	1Pos, positively associated to incident gallstones

	2Neg, negatively associated to incident gallstones

	3N.A., not associated to incident gallstones

	Bold letters indicate that estimates were included in meta-analyses





