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Supplementary Fig. 1 Standardization of time and concentration of (Fluorescein-labeled) dsRNA (dsGFP) for the uptake by Lepd-SL1 cells. Cells were able to take up dsRNA in as less as 30 min of incubation with dsRNA. 
Supplementary Fig. 2 Detection of little or no fluorescent punctuate bodies in Sf9 cells incubated with CypHer-5E-dye alone. Photographs taken at 60X magnification under fluorescent (top panel) and bright light (bottom panel) are shown. 
Supplementary Fig. 3 Agarose gel picture showing the degradation of dsRNA upon addition of RNase III to the medium. Intact dsRNA is detected in the medium where RNase was not added. An unknown band of lower size present in all lanes might be constituent of FBS as it is also present in the medium (+FBS) alone.
Supplementary Fig. 4 Hemolymph samples collected from H. virescens larvae at different time intervals (15, 30, 45 and 60 min) after injection of 32P labeled dsRNA were resolved on 8M urea-20% polyacrylamide gel. The gel was dried and analyzed using a phosporImager. The left lane (in both the gels) shows intact-labeled GFP dsRNA (dsR).
 
Supplementary Fig. 5 Total RNA samples isolated from the gut (G) or fat body (FB) dissected from H. virescens final instar larvae injected with 32P labeled dsRNA at a different time interval (15, 30, 45 or 60 min, 23, 12 or 24 hr) after injection were resolved on 8M urea-20% polyacrylamide gel. The gel was dried and analyzed using a phosporImager. The left lane shows intact labeled GFP dsRNA and the right lane shows SiRNA produced in Lepd-SL1 cells.

Supplementary Fig. 6 Fig. Helothis diet does not contribute to dsRNA degradation. An equal amount of potato leaf extract (crushed in liquid nitrogen) and Helothis artificial diet was taken (0.17gm) and mixed with 300 µl of nuclease free water. Mixture was kept at room temperature for 10 min followed by centrifugation at 4 °C for 7 min. The supernatant was transferred to a fresh tube. The liquid food was serially diluted up to 6 times using water. Each liquid food diet (10 µl) was incubated with 1µg of dsRNA (1 µl) at room temperature for 90 min1.5. Total mixture was run on a gel. C1= control with 10 µl water + 1 µg ds RNA.

