Table S1. Description of the main characteristics of flower, leaf and stem considered in the sensorial scale elaborated to evaluate vase life of tulip flowers.

	Score
	Flower
	Leaf
	Stem

	5
	Flower bud completely closed
	Completely erected
	Completely erected

	
	Less than 50% of coloration in the flower bud 
	Completely green 
	Very high turgor pressure when touching

	
	Very high turgor pressure when touching
	Very high turgor pressure when touching
	

	4
	Flower bud completely closed
	Upper third of the leaf in decumbent position
	Slightly curved on the apical edge 

	
	More than 50% of coloration in the flower bud 
	Completely green 
	Very high turgor pressure when touching

	
	High turgor pressure when touching
	High turgor pressure when touching
	 

	3
	Flower bud partially open 
	Upper third of the leaf completely decumbent 
	Slight inclination of the stem (< 45° from the erect position) 

	
	Flower bud completely coloured
	Slight presence of chlorosis
	Start of turgor pressure losing when touching

	
	High turgor pressure when touching
	Start of turgor pressure losing when touching
	 

	2
	Completely open and coloured
	Upper half of the leaf completely decumbent 
	Inclination of the stem (> 45° and < 90° from the erect position) 

	
	First signals of wilting on the edge margins of the tepals
	Slight presence of chlorosis and apical necrosis (<0.5 cm)
	Turgor pressure losing when touching

	
	First signals of dehydration 
	Turgor pressure losing when touching
	 

	1
	Completely open showing fading colour
	Upper half of the leaf completely decumbent 
	Severe inclination of the stem (> 90° from the erect position) 

	
	Tepal wilting and high level of dehydration
	Presence of chlorosis and apical necrosis (>0.5 cm)
	Low turgor pressure when touching

	
	More than one tepal fallen
	Low turgor pressure when touching
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