Supplementary Table 1.
Characteristics of the T. alpestre nests assayed.
	Nest
	Latitude
	Longitude
	Elevation
[m a.s.l.]
	Qest
	Mest
	f

	17808
	47.2097 N
	11.1025 E
	1950
	1
	1
	1.21

	17809
	47.2192 N
	11.0769 E
	1817
	1
	1
	0.95

	17810
	47.2096 N
	11.1024 E
	1948
	1
	1
	0.95

	17811
	47.2099 N
	11.1036 E
	1938
	1
	1
	0.89

	17812
	47.2099 N
	11.1035 E
	1940
	1
	1
	1.10

	17813
	47.2097 N
	11.0847 E
	1686
	1
	1
	0.98

	17815
	47.2192 N
	11.0756 E
	1803
	1
	1
	1.04

	17816
	47.2192 N
	11.0758 E
	1806
	1
	1
	1.07

	17817
	47.2194 N
	11.0767 E
	1819
	1
	1
	1.28

	17818
	47.2208 N
	10.9858 E
	1759
	1
	1
	1.03

	17819
	47.2214 N
	10.9861 E
	1769
	1
	1
	1.04










[bookmark: _GoBack]Qest and Mest are the estimated numbers of queens and males, respectively, based on the results of COLONY (Jones & Wang 2010). The effective number of queens (f) was calculated following Pamilo (1991).

