S4Text. Guide used to interview 13 agricultural technical service providersadvisors in Vermont, 2013 

Thank you for taking the time to talk with me today. This interview will take about 1 hour to complete. I’m going to ask you questions in 3 broad categories. First, I’d like to know about your experience as an agricultural TA advisorprovider, and how you got into this line of work. Second, I’ll be asking some questions about the farms you work with and their risk management strategies you talk with farmers about. Lastly, I’m interested in your thoughts about climate change, and how climate change does or doesn’t affect the way farmers make decisions. Before we begin, I want to let you know that we’ve done a survey with TA providersadvisors (in 2011.) Many of our questions are based on this survey, but we want to use interviews with TA providersadvisors such as you to add more depth.  (Give them a copy of the report.)
Your personal information and responses to these questions will be kept confidential, and any reports or publications resulting from this research will keep your responses totally anonymous.  If you agree to participate in the interview for research purposes, then you are consenting to participate. If you have any concerns about the research, please contact Rachel Schattman at UVM Dept of Plant and Soil Sciences, rschattm@uvm.edu, 802-373-1875.
Note: Technical advisor (TA) provider is used synonymously with agricultural advisory throughout the interview.
Section 1 – Work experience
1. When did you start working as a TA provider? What influenced your career path?
2. What kind of TA are you providing (specifically)? Types of farms, etc.
3. Are you part of a network of TA providers? What kind of information/support do you receive from this network?
4. What kinds of TA do you think are missing in VT? (Are there farmer needs that are not being met?)

Section 2 – Types of farms you work with
5. Describe the types of households of the farmers you work with? Is there often more than one household member involved in the farm? (Probe about the capacity of people on the farm to make changes to management.)
6. What does “risk management” mean to you? 
7. What risk management strategies do the farmers you work with use (diversified markets? Insurance? Diversified growing areas, etc.)

Section 3 – Perceptions of climate change
8. Do you think climate change is effecting/will effect Vermont agriculture in general? (How?)
9. Have you noticed changes in the climate? (The interviewer should define the difference between weather and climate if it clear that the interview subject does not make this distinction.) If so, how have these changes affect the farmers you work with? (Probe: Any extreme weather events coming to mind?) 
10. According to our survey, TA providers think that farmers are unsure what climate change means. What do you think common perceptions are around climate change? 
Introduce the Climate Adaptation BMP matrix
11. Along the side of the matrix are several BMPs that our group has picked out from the literature. We think that some of these will help farmers adapt to and perhaps mitigate climate change. Can you take a look at this list and tell me which you are most familiar with. Are there any that stand out as being particularly important for dealing with climate change?
12. Across the top are some qualities we’ve identified as being important for farmers to deal with climate change. Can you give us your thoughts and feedback about them? Are we missing any?
13. Do you think that farmers are changing their management styles because of the changing climate? (For example: putting in new irrigation, crop timing, drainage tiles, etc. New investments in capital infrastructure or equipment needed?)
14. Where do you get your information about climate change? (Personal observation, news, conferences, conversations?) What kind of information has the biggest impact on you?
15. How much does the information you get about climate change influence the technical assistance you deliver to farmers? 
16. Are there any new types of technology that you think could help manage the risks farmers face because of climate change?
17. What are the factors that influence farmer management decisions, (economic constraints, social pressure, etc.) and where would climate change fall in the ranking for most of the farmers you work with?  
18. What are your thoughts on mitigating greenhouse gas emissions? How should we go about this, and at what scale (individual, community, state or national?)
What is the best way to communicate about climate change to farmers?
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