


Combined vignette
Katherine (30) is a mother of three children: Holly (11), Beth (4) and Ryan (4 months). The family lives in a two-bedroom flat, which is temporary accommodation provided by the local authority. They moved to the area one year ago, having spent six months in a refuge for women and children suffering domestic abuse. Katherine’s ex-partner, the father of Beth and Holly, was violent towards her and the children, and he does not know their current whereabouts. Keith (34) is the father of Ryan and works as a security guard. He works night shifts and often comes back to the flat to sleep during the day. Katherine is unemployed, and does not like leaving the house.
Holly is in Year 6 of the local primary school. She was born prematurely at 32 weeks and has mild learning difficulties. She has an Education and Health Care Plan to support her to stay in mainstream education. However, she is often reported by teachers to be disengaged, tired and withdrawn in class. She also has poorly controlled epilepsy and is taken to hospital about once a month with seizures. It was noted by ward staff that she was brought in more frequently during the summer holidays. 
Beth attends the nursery at the same school as her sister. Teachers have noticed her taking and eating other children’s snacks. Her verbal communication skills are quite limited for her age. She sometimes turns up to school in dishevelled and unwashed clothes, and with greasy hair. She tends to be isolated from other children. Both she and her sister have erratic attendance averaging about 85%. She and her sister are often picked up and taken home from school by a neighbour.
Ryan is a small baby, whose weight at his post-natal check was measured on the 0.4th centile. He has not been taken to any further post-natal appointments. Ryan attends full day care provision for one day a week, funded by children’s services. Both his sisters have told teachers that he cries a lot at home.
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