Seattle Sea Level Rise							Example Instructor Prompt
Example prompt and task descriptions

Note:  each manuscript author approaches the activity from slightly different contexts based on the course content.  Below is just an example of one activity prompt.  The bold text represents something the instructor might say or display on a slide.


Lecture or reading on Prevention, Mitigation, and Adaptation 

Over the next few days we will explore what these three strategies might look like in a case study of the city of Seattle.  
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Discussion on qualities of the city of Seattle, including elevation, hydropower, runoff, population, etc

Complete the pre-activity reflection now, based on what you think Seattle should do about sea level rise.
· When you hand in your assignment you will be given your role for the case study.  Open and read your envelope, being careful not to let anyone see it.
· Note – you will be acting a part, so the action plan you advocate for may not coincide with what you really believe.  That is OK, just keep that in mind about other students as well.

After everyone finishes the pre-activity reflection read the introduction paragraph from the character sheets.

“You are a resident of the city of Seattle, Washington.  This is a very urbanized city, located right on the coast.  It has a lot of topography, so some parts of the city are right at sea level, and some areas are well above sea level.  There is a lot of industry on the edge of town.  Because of the frequent rain, pollution isn’t as much of a problem as some other large cities.  However, as the intensity of rain events increases, flooding is more common because of the impervious surfaces in the urban environment.  A good amount of electricity is produced by hydro-electric plants from melting glaciers in the Cascade Mountains.
The city council is meeting to decide what the city will do in response to climate change and sea level rise.  You must convince the city council to adopt a city action plan by the end of the time period or the city will continue in “Business As Usual” mode (RCP 8.5, IPCC)”

Explain to the students why they are doing this activity:

The purpose of this exercise is so you can combine what we have learned this semester about the causes of climate change, the different strategies humans can use in response to the threat of climate change, how to use scientific evidence to support a position or argument, and how to evaluate scientific evidence as presented.  To help you gain an appreciation for the complexity of the issues we are going to take on character roles and propose action plans for the city of Seattle.   

In your confidential envelope you have received a character sheet that describes your role, your character’s position on what Seattle should do, and your faction.  Some of you will be advocating for prevention strategies, some will try to sway the city council to adopt mitigation strategies, some of you will work for adaptation, and some of you will be city council members.  

Go over the time line with them and leave it displayed throughout the two class periods.    


Today:
Rest of class	Faction time.  Get into groups with characters that have the same or similar objectives.  Research and develop an action plan to pitch to the city council.  

Next Class:
10 min	Faction time to finalize proposal and evidence that you want to present to the city council.

40-50 min	City council meeting.  Citizens may present proposals to the city council at the podium.  Each person at the podium may speak for up to 2 minutes, then answer questions from the city council and audience.

10-15 min	City council members deliberate, choose an action plan, and write a paragraph with scientific evidence to support their decision.

5 min			Debrief and reflection paper


I really want you to look, in depth, at what prevention, mitigation, and adaptation look like for a community.  You will research examples of each of these, and hear examples during the mock city council meeting.  You will also research and hear evidence to support why people choose these different strategies.  

Your plan must fit into one of these three categories:
· prevent further climate change by doing something to reduce the causes of climate change. 
· mitigate climate change by doing something to help decrease the risk from climate change.  
· adapt to climate change as it impacts people.  

Display and go over the grading rubric.  

On the second day give the time line again, and go over respecting the podium and the time allotments for each speaker.
