[bookmark: _GoBack]Supplementary File 1.  – The five rabbit handling methods were used for a variety of reasons and within different pet ownership and work contexts. More than one reason could be given.
	 
	Owned  
	Work Categories

	 
	Owned companion rabbits (pet and show) (2299) 
	Vet practice (349)
	Rescue centre (440)
	Boarding establishment  (41)
	Pet store (194)
	Zoo / petting farm (145)
	Lab (83)
	Breeding establishment (49)
	Education /teaching (50)
	Other (9)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	Method A 
	1468 (63.9%)
	281 (80.5%)
	316 (71.8%)
	26 (63.4%)
	141 (72.7%)
	121 (83.5%)
	72 (86.8%)
	36 (73.5%)
	44 (88%)
	9 (100%)

	Method A (1678)
	Moving (999; 59.5%)
	863
	205
	208
	18
	90
	55
	70
	24
	30
	6

	
	Health Check  (645; 38.4%)
	555
	98
	143
	11
	62
	49
	25
	13
	25
	3

	
	Grooming (793; 47.3%)
	711
	111
	154
	13
	74
	44
	14
	14
	20
	4

	
	Administer Medication (311, 18.5%)
	261
	59
	58
	5
	27
	20
	17
	8
	17
	1

	
	Other (225; 13.4%)
	194
	32
	39
	5
	17
	12
	6
	2
	2
	1

	 
	Method B 
	2005 (87.2%)
	286 (92%)
	389(88.4%)
	38 (92.7%)
	174 (89.7%)
	125 (86.2%)
	52 (62.7%)
	43 (87.8%)
	42 (84%)
	6 (66.6%)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Method B (2278)
	Moving (1827; 80.2%)
	1628
	236
	328
	33
	138
	103
	40
	39
	34
	5

	
	Health Check  (1049; 46.1%)
	922
	114
	199
	18
	108
	65
	23
	18
	25
	1

	
	Grooming (662; 29.1%)
	593
	52
	107
	8
	53
	41
	7
	6
	16
	2

	
	Administer Medication (478; 21.0%)
	420
	56
	99
	10
	56
	24
	5
	6
	13
	0

	
	Other (309; 13.6%)
	276
	43
	42
	5
	19
	18
	12
	4
	9
	1

	 
	Method C
	186 (8.1%)
	204 (58.5%)
	254 (57.7%)
	26 (63.4%)
	114 (58.8%)
	86 (59.3%)
	25 (30.1%)
	32 (65.3%)
	28 (56%)
	6 (66.6%)

	Method C (1418)
	Moving (976; 68.3%) 
	870
	138
	172
	14
	70
	72
	20
	20
	21
	5

	
	Health Check  (761; 53.7%)
	680
	103
	146
	22
	63
	40
	14
	21
	19
	3

	
	Grooming (276; 19.5%)
	246
	26
	50
	9
	22
	16
	2
	6
	5
	1

	
	Administer Medication (272; 19.2%)
	248
	49
	60
	11
	28
	20
	5
	11
	8
	1

	
	Other (85; 6.0%)
	79
	22
	18
	1
	12
	4
	3
	2
	2
	0

	 
	Method D 
	1369 (59.5%)
	271 (77.7%)
	292(66.4%)
	24 (58.3%)
	145 (74.7%)
	104 (71.7%)
	59 (71.1%)
	39 (79.6%)
	38 (76%)
	7 (77.8%)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Method D (1583)
	Moving (48; 3.0%)
	42
	11
	6
	0
	6
	4
	0
	1
	0
	1

	
	Health Check (1301; 82.2%)
	1132
	233
	246
	20
	128
	90
	48
	33
	31
	4

	
	Grooming (666; 42.1%)
	593
	122
	128
	8
	62
	45
	15
	24
	15
	4

	
	Administer Medication (413; 26.1%) 
	369
	81
	91
	6
	36
	33
	12
	14
	12
	4

	
	Other (199; 12.6%)
	162
	50
	39
	4
	33
	13
	14
	4
	10
	1

	 
	Method  E
	325 (14.13%)
	92 (26.40%)
	94 (21.40%)
	3 (7.3%)
	31 (16%)
	44 (30.3%)
	64 (77.1%)
	24 (49%)
	20 (40%)
	3 (33.3%)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Method E (403)
	Moving (284; 70.5%)
	221
	64
	58
	3
	18
	29
	59
	15
	14
	2

	
	Health Check  (96; 23.8%)
	76
	22
	22
	0
	5
	10
	19
	6
	7
	0

	
	Grooming  (11; 2.7%)
	10
	0
	3
	0
	0
	1
	1
	0
	9
	0

	
	Administer Medication (73; 18.1%)
	56
	21
	17
	1
	5
	12
	9
	3
	9
	0

	
	Other (97; 24.1%)
	85
	25
	33
	0
	10
	9
	7
	7
	4
	1

	Other open responses:

	Method A - 225 (Cuddling / petting 91; Calming / security 58; Rabbit’s choice/pref. 46; Holding 17; vet / lab procedure other than health checking 6; habituating / taming 4; and picking up 3.)

	Method B – 309 (Cuddling / petting 248; Calming / security 9; Rabbit’s choice/pref. 4; Holding 29; vet / lab procedure other than health checking 5 ; habituating / taming 3; and picking up 2; Transition to another position 7; restraining 1; teaching handling 1.)

	Method C – 85 (Picking up 44; Cuddling / petting 9; Rabbit’s choice/pref. 1; Holding 6; vet / lab procedure other than health checking  5; Transition to another position 6; restraining 2; teaching handling 2; placing down 11; sexing 2.)

	Method D – 199 (Cuddling / petting 25 ; Calming / security 6; Rabbit’s choice/pref. 2; Holding 1; vet /health / lab procedure other than health checking  87; restraining 3; teaching handling 1; sexing 71; judging 2; bathing 1)

	Method E – 97 (vet /health / lab procedure other than health checking 3 ; picking up 9; teaching handling 1; Difficult to pick up (aggressive, nervous , difficult position) 65; Transition to another position 2; emergency situation 17)

	 

	Places of work 

	Other included:  2 RSPCA inspectors, 2 groomers, 1 reiki therapist, 1 AAT, 1 work at Rabbit shows, 1 animal collection officer and 1 meat farm. 

	 





