Appendix C 
Structural Configurations of Grammatical Agreement Violations
Gender agreement violations were formed between a noun and its determiner, which should also be governed by the verb and the preposition before. In Example (1), the determiner and modifier “der abgelaufene[m]”[the past] and the neuter noun “Jahr[n]”[year] disagreed with each other in gender. The ERPs were time-locked to the acoustic onset of “Jahr”. 
Agreements in grammatical number were violated either between subject/pronoun and verb (Example (2)) or between determiner and noun (Example (3)). All were mismatches in within-clause features. In Example (2), the subject “er” [he] is singular, but the verb “verließen” [leave] is plural. In Example (3), the quantifier “zwei” [two] should lead a plural and thus disagrees with the singular noun “Minute” [Minute]. The ERPs were time-locked to the word beginning of “verließen” in Example (2) and “Minute” in Example (3).
There are four cases of nouns in German: the nominative, the genitive, the dative, and the accusative, each representing the subject, the possessive, the indirect object and the direct object as in English, and the correct case of a noun in a given sentence is governed by the verb (Roehm et al., 2005). The case agreement violations in our materials were formed between the verb and the object. In Example (4), “mir” [me] is the dative case of “ich” [I] and disagrees with the verb “erstechen” [stab], which should govern the accusative case. The violation became apparent by the word “erstechen”. The ERPs were time-locked to the acoustic onset of “erstechen”.
(1)	Determiner-Noun Gender Agreement
a. Das abgelaufene[n] Jahr[n] war schön.
b. Der abgelaufene[m] Jahr[n] war schön.
 (The past[n] year[n] was lovely.)
(2) 	Subject/Pronoun-Verb Number Agreement
a. Er[singular] verließ[singular] entsetzt das Büro.
b. Er[singular] verließen[plural] entsetzt das Büro.
 (He[singular] left[singular] the office in shock.)
(3) 	Determiner-Noun Number Agreement
a. Stell die Nudeln zwei[plural] Minuten[plural] in die Mikrowelle.
b. Stell die Nudeln zwei[plural] Minute[singular] in die Mikrowelle.
 (Put the noodles in the microwave for two[plural] minutes[plural].)
 (4) 	Verb-Object Case Agreement
a. Willst du mich[A] erstechen[A], pass doch auf!
b. Willst du mir[D] erstechen[A], pass doch auf!
 (Do you want to stab[A] me[A], be careful!)
Notes: In each example, a. is the well-formed version, and b. is the version with a grammatical agreement violation. English translations of the well-formed German sentences can be found in the same font styles in brackets. The grammatical genders are given in square brackets as subscripts: m = masculine, f = feminine, n = neuter. If the grammatical gender is subscripted under nouns, it refers to the grammatical gender of this noun; if subscripted under the determiners before the nouns, it refers to the correct grammatical gender that the determiner should lead. The subscripts [singular] and [plural] mean the grammatical number of the subscripted word. The case of the noun or the case that the verb should govern is given in square brackets as subscripts, N = nominative, G = genitive, D = dative, A = accusative. 
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