Supplementary Table 3 Comparison of risk factors for mortality between RA patients stratified in Q1-3 and Q4 
	Variables
	Patients in Q1-3
(N=2,116)
	Patients in Q4
(N=696)
	P value

	Demographic data 
	
	
	

	  Age at diagnosis (year old)
	48.2 ± 12.4
	61.7 ± 9.8
	<0.001

	  Male gender (N, (%))
	323 (15.3)
	159 (22.8)
	<0.001

	Comorbidities at diagnosis
	
	
	

	  HTN (N, (%))
	351 (16.6)
	190 (27.3)
	<0.001

	  DM (N, (%))
	147 (6.9)
	85 (12.2)
	<0.001

	  Dyslipidaemia (N, (%))
	83 (3.9)
	28 (4.0)
	0.906

	  BMI (kg/m2)
	22.6 ± 3.1
	22.8 ± 3.2
	0.272

	Autoantibodies related to RA at diagnosis 
	
	
	

	  RF (N, (%))
	1,854 (87.6)
	589 (84.6)
	0.043

	  Anti-CCP (N, (%))
	1,693 (80.0)
	530 (76.1)
	0.030

	  RF and anti-CCP double positive (N, (%))
	1,431 (67.6)
	423 (60.8)
	0.001

	  RF (IU/mL)
	163.1 ± 327.3
	175.2 ± 401.6
	0.472

	  Anti-CCP (IU/mL)
	296.1 ± 7,744.7
	138.5 ± 211.3
	0.592

	Acute phase reactants at diagnosis
	
	
	

	  ESR (mm/hr)
	44.4 ± 30.3
	40.7 ± 28.5
	0.004

	  CRP (mg/L)
	9.4 ± 19.2
	7.8 ± 18.1
	0.055

	Glucocorticoids (equivalent to prednisolone) during the follow-up
	
	
	

	  Cumulative dose (mg) 
	3,928.0 ± 4,608.3
	3,914.7 ± 4,531.1
	0.947

	  Intensity of exposure (mg/month)
	112.4 ± 270.3
	96.9 ± 215.8
	0.124

	FIB-4 and its variables at diagnosis
	
	
	

	  FIB-4
	0.8 ± 0.3
	1.8 ± 1.3
	<0.001

	  Aspartate aminotransferase (IU/L)
	18.9 ± 7.9
	26.8 ± 16.8
	<0.001

	  Alanine aminotransferase (IU/L)
	18.6 ± 16.3
	20.8 ± 16.0
	0.002

	Platelet count x 1,000 (/μL)
	300.6 ± 84.0
	218.4 ± 58.1
	< 0.001


Values are expressed as mean ± standard deviation or number (N) (%). 
RA: rheumatoid arthritis; HTN: hypertension; DM: diabetes mellitus; BMI: body mass index; RF: rheumatoid factor; CCP: cyclic citrullinated peptide; ESR: erythrocyte sedimentation rate; CRP: C-reactive protein; FIB: fibrosis. 
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