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Chronic exposure to drinking water contaminated with inorganic arsenic (iAs) is associated with an increased risk of urinary bladder (UB) cancers in humans. The exact role of specific iAs metabolite(s) in As-mediated carcinogenesis remains largely unknown. Experimental evidence suggests that trivalent arsenicals, namely arsenite (iAsIII) and two of its metabolites, monomethylarsonous acid (MMAIII) and dimethylarsinous acid (DMAIII), are possible proximate UB carcinogens. Here, we used a transcriptomics approach to examine perturbed molecular pathways in a human urothelial cell line (UROtsa) after short-term exposure to iAsIII, MMAIII and DMAIII. Molecular pathways containing genes that encode proteins implicated in UB cancer development were perturbed by both MMAIII and DMAIII. These pathways included those of the extracellular signal-regulated kinase 1/2 mitogen-activated protein kinase (ERK 1/2 MAPK) and nuclear factor kappa beta (NF-κB). Together, these results may inform the current understanding of effects in the UB induced by acute As exposure and the relationship of these effects with As-mediated carcinogenesis.
Bailey KA, Hester SD, Knapp GW, Owen RD, Thai SF. Gene expression of normal human epidermal keratinocytes modulated by trivalent arsenicals. Mol Carcinog. 2010 Dec;49(12):981-98. doi: 10.1002/mc.20677. PubMed PMID: 20886546.
Chronic exposure to inorganic arsenic (iAs) is associated with the development of benign and malignant human skin lesions including nonmelanoma skin cancers. The precise arsenical form(s) responsible for this carcinogenic effect are unknown, although trivalent inorganic arsenic (iAs(III)) and two of its toxic metabolites, monomethylarsonous acid (MMA(III)) and methylarsinous acid (DMA(III)), are attractive candidates. In an effort to better understand and compare their toxic effects in the skin, we compared the global gene expression profiles of normal human epidermal keratinocytes (NHEKs) exposed to varying noncytotoxic/slightly cytotoxic concentrations of iAs(III), MMA(III), and DMA(III) for 24 h. Exposure to each arsenical treatment group exhibited a dose effect in the number of altered genes and the magnitude of expression change in NHEKs. The most significant gene expression changes associated with iAs(III) and MMA(III) exposure were consistent with several key events believed to be important to As-driven skin carcinogenesis, namely induction of oxidative stress, increased transcript levels of keratinocyte growth factors, and modulation of MAPK and NF-κB pathways. At both comparable arsenical concentrations and comparable NHEK toxicity, greater potential carcinogenic effects were observed in MMA(III)-exposed NHEKs than those exposed to iAs(III), including involvement of more proinflammatory signals and increased transcript levels of more growth factor genes. In contrast, none of these above-mentioned transcriptional trends were among the most significantly altered functions in the DMA(III) treatment group. This study suggests the relative capacity of each of the tested arsenicals to drive suspected key events in As-mediated skin carcinogenesis is MMA(III) > iAs(III) with little contribution from DMA(III).
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Inorganic arsenic (iAs) is a human urinary bladder, skin and lung carcinogen. iAs is metabolized to methylated arsenicals, with trivalent arsenicals more cytotoxic than pentavalent forms in vitro. In this study, cytotoxicity and gene expression changes for arsenite (iAs(III)), monomethylarsonous acid (MMA(III)) and dimethylarsinous acid (DMA(III)) were evaluated in three human cell types, urothelial (1T1), keratinocyte (HEK001) and bronchial epithelial (HBE) cells, corresponding to target organs for iAs-induced cancer. Cells were exposed to arsenicals to determine cytotoxicity and to study gene expression changes. Affymetrix chips were used to determine differentially expressed genes (DEGs) by statistical analysis. Lethal concentrations (LC50) for trivalent arsenicals in all cells ranged from 1.6 to 10μM. MMA(III) and DMA(III) had 4-12-fold greater potency compared to iAs. Increasing concentrations of iAs(III) induced more genes and additional signaling pathways in HBE cells. At equivalent cytotoxic concentrations, greater numbers of DEGs were induced in 1T1 cells compared to the other cells. Each arsenical altered slightly different signaling pathways within and between cell types, but when altered pathways from all three arsenicals were combined, they were similar between cell types. The major signaling pathways altered included NRF2-mediated stress response, interferon, p53, cell cycle regulation and lipid peroxidation. These results show a similar process qualitatively and quantitatively for all three cell types, and support a mode of action involving cytotoxicity and regenerative proliferation.
Efremenko AY, Seagrave J, Clewell HJ, Van Landingham C, Gentry PR, Yager JW.  Evaluation of gene expression changes in human primary lung epithelial cells following 24-hr exposures to inorganic arsenic and its methylated metabolites to arsenic trioxide.  Environ Mol Mutagen. 2015 Jun; 56(5):477-90. doi: 10.1002/em.21937. Epub 2015 Apr 14. PMID: 25873331
The concentration response for altered gene expression in primary lung epithelial cells was determined following two treatments with arsenicals: (1) a mixture of trivalent arsenic compounds representative of urinary arsenic concentrations in exposed human populations, and (2) arsenite (As2 O3 ) a common form of inhaled arsenic dust that is frequently used in both in vivo and in vitro experimental exposures. Biochemical assays did not detect any evidence of cytotoxicity at the concentrations used, apart from a concentration-related increase in cellular hemeoxygenase that was also indicated by the genomic analysis. Cell signal pathway enrichment analysis indicated similar responses to both treatments, with concentration-related responses in pathways related to cell adhesion, cytoskeleton remodeling, development (morphogenesis), cell cycle control, and to a lesser extent inflammatory responses. These cellular responses to arsenic were consistent with those observed in a previous study with primary uroepithelial cells. Benchmark dose analysis also demonstrated similar potency of the two treatments as well as comparable sensitivity of the two cell types. A number of genes showing similar concentration-dependent expression across individuals in both bladder and lung cells were identified, including heme oxygenase 1, thioredoxin reductase, DNA damage binding protein 2, and thrombomodulin. The data on human primary lung cells from this study, together with the data from human primary uroepithelial cells, support a conclusion that biological responses to arsenic by human cells under study conditions are unlikely to occur at concentrations below 0.1 µM.
Escudero-Lourdes C, Wu T, Camarillo JM, Gandolfi AJ. Interleukin-8 (IL-8) over-production and autocrine cell activation are key factors in monomethylarsonous acid [MMA(III)]-induced malignant transformation of urothelial cells. Toxicol Appl Pharmacol. 2012 Jan 1;258(1):10-8. doi: 10.1016/j.taap.2011.10.002. Epub 2011 Oct 10. PubMed PMID: 22015448; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC3254786.  
The association between chronic human exposure to arsenicals and bladder cancer development is well recognized; however, the underlying molecular mechanisms have not been fully determined. We propose that inflammatory responses can play a pathogenic role in arsenic-related bladder carcinogenesis. In previous studies, it was demonstrated that chronic exposure to 50 nM monomethylarsenous acid [MMA(III)] leads to malignant transformation of an immortalized model of urothelial cells (UROtsa), with only 3 mo of exposure necessary to trigger the transformation-related changes. In the three-month window of exposure, the cells over-expressed pro-inflammatory cytokines (IL-1β, IL-6 and IL-8), consistent with the sustained activation of NFKβ and AP1/c-jun, ERK2, and STAT3. IL-8 was over-expressed within hours after exposure to MMA(III), and sustained over-expression was observed during chronic exposure. In this study, we profiled IL-8 expression in UROtsa cells exposed to 50 nM MMA(III) for 1 to 5 mo. IL-8 expression was increased mainly in cells after 3 mo MMA(III) exposure, and its production was also found increased in tumors derived from these cells after heterotransplantation in SCID mice. UROtsa cells do express both receptors, CXCR1 and CXCR2, suggesting that autocrine cell activation could be important in cell transformation. Supporting this observation and consistent with IL-8 over-expression, CXCR1 internalization was significantly increased after three months of exposure to MMA(III). The expression of MMP-9, cyclin D1, bcl-2, and VGEF was significantly increased in cells exposed to MMA(III) for 3 mo, but these mitogen-activated kinases were significantly decreased after IL-8 gene silencing, together with a decrease in cell proliferation rate and in anchorage-independent colony formation. These results suggest a relevant role of IL-8 in MMA(III)-induced UROtsa cell transformation.
Escudero-Lourdes C, Medeiros MK, Cárdenas-González MC, Wnek SM, Gandolfi JA.  Low level exposure to monomethyl arsonous acid-induced the over-production of inflammation-related cytokines and the activation of cell signals associated with tumor progression in a urothelial cell model. Toxicol Appl Pharmacol. 2010 Apr 15;244(2):162-73. doi: 10.1016/j.taap.2009.12.029. Epub 2010 Jan 4. PubMed PMID: 20045430; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC2846965. 
Human bladder cancer has been associated with chronic exposure to arsenic. Chronic exposure of an immortalized non-tumorigenic urothelial cell line (UROtsa cells) to arsenicals has transformed these cells to a malignant phenotype, but the involved mechanisms are not fully understood. Chronic inflammation has been linked with cancer development mainly because many pro-inflammatory cytokines, growth factors as well as angiogenic chemokines have been found in tumors. In this study the chronology of inflammatory cytokines production was profiled in UROtsa cells chronically exposed to the toxic arsenic metabolite, monomethylarsonous acid [50 nM MMA(III)] to know the role of inflammation in cell transformation. Acute 50 nM MMA(III) exposure induced over-production of many pro-inflammatory cytokines as soon as 12 h after acute exposure. The same cytokines remain over-regulated after chronic exposure to 50 nM MMA(III), especially after 3 mo exposure. At 3 mo exposure the sustained production of cytokines like IL-1, IL-6, IL-8 and TNF is coincident with the appearance of characteristics associated with cell transformation seen in other arsenic-UROtsa studies. The sustained and increased activation of NFkappaB and c-Jun is also present along the transformation process and the phosphorylated proteins p38 MAPK and ERK 1/2 are increased also through the time line. Taken together these results support the notion that chronic inflammation is associated within MMA(III)-induced cell transformation and may act as a promoting factor in UROtsa cell transformation.
Ge Y, Zhu J, Wang X, Zheng N, Tu C, Qu J, Ren X. Mapping dynamic histone modification patterns during arsenic-induced malignant transformation of human bladder cells. Toxicol Appl Pharmacol. 2018 Jun 30;355:164-173. doi: 10.1016/j.taap.2018.06.029. [Epub ahead of print] PubMed PMID: 29966674. 
Arsenic is a known potent risk factor for bladder cancer. Increasing evidence suggests that epigenetic alterations, e.g., DNA methylation and histones posttranslational modifications (PTMs), contribute to arsenic carcinogenesis. Our previous studies have demonstrated that exposure of human urothelial cells (UROtsa cells) to monomethylarsonous acid (MMAIII), one of arsenic active metabolites, changes the histone acetylation marks across the genome that are correlated with MMAIII-induced UROtsa cell malignant transformation. In the current study, we employed a high-resolution and high-throughput liquid chromatography tandem mass spectrometry (LC-MS/MS) to identify and quantitatively measure various PTM patterns during the MMAIII-induced malignant transformation. Our data showed that MMAIII exposure caused a time-dependent increase in histone H3 acetylation on lysine K4, K9, K14, K18, K23, and K27, but a decrease in acetylation on lysine K5, K8, K12, and K16 of histone H4. Consistent with this observation, H3K18ac was increased while H4K8ac was decreased in the leukocytes collected from people exposed to high concentrations of arsenic compared to those exposed to low concentrations. MMAIII was also able to alter histone methylation patterns: MMAIII transformed cells experienced a loss of H3K4me1, and an increase in H3K9me1 and H3K27me1. Collectively, our data shows that arsenic exposure causes dynamic changes in histone acetylation and methylation patterns during arsenic-induced cancer development. Exploring the genomic location of the altered histone marks and the resulting aberrant expression of genes will be of importance in deciphering the mechanism of arsenic-induced carcinogenesis.
Guo L, Xiao Y, Wang Y. Monomethylarsonous acid inhibited endogenous cholesterol biosynthesis in human skin fibroblasts. Toxicol Appl Pharmacol. 2014 May 15;277(1):21-9. doi: 10.1016/j.taap.2014.02.020. Epub 2014 Mar 10. PubMed PMID: 24625837; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC4038041.  
Human exposure to arsenic in drinking water is a widespread public health concern, and such exposure is known to be associated with many human diseases. The detailed molecular mechanisms about how arsenic species contribute to the adverse human health effects, however, remain incompletely understood. Monomethylarsonous acid [MMA(III)] is a highly toxic and stable metabolite of inorganic arsenic. To exploit the mechanisms through which MMA(III) exerts its cytotoxic effect, we adopted a quantitative proteomic approach, by coupling stable isotope labeling by amino acids in cell culture (SILAC) with LC-MS/MS analysis, to examine the variation in the entire proteome of GM00637 human skin fibroblasts following acute MMA(III) exposure. Among the ~6500 unique proteins quantified, ~300 displayed significant changes in expression after exposure with 2 μM MMA(III) for 24 h. Subsequent analysis revealed the perturbation of de novo cholesterol biosynthesis, selenoprotein synthesis and Nrf2 pathways evoked by MMA(III) exposure. Particularly, MMA(III) treatment resulted in considerable down-regulation of several enzymes involved in cholesterol biosynthesis. In addition, real-time PCR analysis showed reduced mRNA levels of select genes in this pathway. Furthermore, MMA(III) exposure contributed to a distinct decline in cellular cholesterol content and significant growth inhibition of multiple cell lines, both of which could be restored by supplementation of cholesterol to the culture media. Collectively, the present study demonstrated that the cytotoxicity of MMA(III) may arise, at least in part, from the down-regulation of cholesterol biosynthesis enzymes and the resultant decrease of cellular cholesterol content.
He Y, Zhang R, Xiaoxiao S, Li S, Xinan W, Huang D. Inorganic arsenic exposure increased expression of Fas and Bax gene in vivo and vitro. Gene. 2018 Jun 1.pii: S0378-1119(18)30637-1. doi: 10.1016/j.gene.2018.05.121. [Epub ahead of print] PubMed PMID: 29864498.
Accumulating evidences have shown that apoptosis plays an important role in mediating the therapeutic effects and toxicity of arsenic. Fas and Bax genes are critical regulatory genes for apoptosis. In this study, we investigated the association between levels of Fas and Bax expression and the three arsenic species (inorganic arsenic (iAs), monomethylarsonic acid (MMA) and dimethylarsinic acid (DMA)) in vivo and vitro. Three arsenic species in urine were measured and levels of Fas and Bax expression were examined by the quantitative real-time PCR (qPCR) for all subjects. We found that Fas and Bax mRNA expression in the exposed group were significantly higher than that in the control group. The levels of gene expression were positively correlated with the concentrations of urinary iAs, MMA and DMA in all subjects. Sodium arsenite induced Fas and Bax mRNA expression, then MMA and DMA did not induce mRNA expression in MDA-MB-231 and XWLC-05 cells. The findings of the present study indicated that iAs, MMA, and DMA had different effects on expression of Bax and Fas gene.
Huang S, Guo S, Guo F, Yang Q, Xiao X, Murata M, Ohnishi S, Kawanishi S, Ma N. CD44v6 expression in human skin keratinocytes as a possible mechanism for carcinogenesis associated with chronic arsenic exposure. Eur J Histochem. 2013 Jan 14;57(1):e1. doi: 10.4081/ejh.2013.e1. PubMed PMID: 23549458; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC3683606. WE HAVE THIS
Inorganic arsenic is a well-known human skin carcinogen. Chronic arsenic exposure results in various types of human skin lesions, including squamous cell carcinoma (SCC). To investigate whether mutant stem cells participate in arsenic-associated carcinogenesis, we repeatedly exposed the HaCaT cells line to an environmentally relevant level of arsenic (0.05 ppm) in vitro for 18 weeks. Following sodium arsenic arsenite administration, cell cycle, colony-forming efficiency (CFE), cell tumorigenicity, and expression of CD44v6, NF-κB and p53, were analyzed at different time points (0, 5, 10, 15, 20, 25 and 30 passages). We found that a chronic exposure of HaCaT cells to a low level of arsenic induced a cancer stem- like phenotype. Furthermore, arsenic-treated HaCaT cells also became tumorigenic in nude mice, their growth cycle was predominantly in G2/M and S phases. Relative to nontreated cells, they exhibited a higher growth rate and a significant increase in CFE. Western blot analysis found that arsenic was capable of increasing cell proliferation and sprouting of cancer stem-like phenotype. Additionally, immunohistochemical analysis demonstrated that CD44v6 expression was up-regulated in HaCaT cells exposed to a low level of arsenic during early stages of induction. The expression of CD44v6 in arsenic-treated cells was positively correlated with their cloning efficiency in soft agar (r=0.949, P=0.01). Likewise, the expressions of activating transcription factor NF-κB and p53 genes in the arsenic-treated HaCaT cells were significantly higher than that in non-treated cells. Higher expressions of CD44v6, NF-κB and p53 were also observed in tumor tissues isolated from Balb/c nude mice. The present results suggest that CD44v6 may be a biomarker of arsenic-induced neoplastic transformation in human skin cells, and that arsenic promotes malignant transformation in human skin lesions through a NF-κB signaling pathway-stimulated expression of CD44v6.
Kligerman AD, Malik SI, Campbell JA. Cytogenetic insights into DNA damage and repair of lesions induced by a monomethylated trivalent arsenical. Mutat Res. 2010 Jan;695(1-2):2-8. doi: 10.1016/j.mrgentox.2009.09.007. Epub 2009 Sep 30. PubMed PMID: 19800024.
Arsenic is a human carcinogen, and only recently animal models have been developed that are useful in investigating its carcinogenic mode of action (MOA). However, how arsenic induces cancer is still an open question. In a previous paper, we proposed a model detailing how arsenic might induce DNA lesions leading to cytogenetic damage [A.D. Kligerman, A.H. Tennant, Toxicol. Appl. Pharmacol. 222 (2007) 281-288]. In this model we hypothesized that arsenic does not induce chromosome damage via DNA adduction but induces short-lasting lesions from the action of reactive oxygen species (ROS). These lesions cause single-strand breaks (SSB) that induce chromosome breakage when treatment is in late G(1)- or S-phase. However, if treatment is confined to the G(0)- or early G(1)-phase of the cell cycle, it is predicted that little or no cytogenetic damage will result at the subsequent metaphase. Here, we describe the results from testing this model using monomethylarsonous acid (MMA(III)) and cytosine arabinoside (araC), a DNA chain terminator, to extend the time that DNA lesions remain open during repair to allow the lesions to reach S-phase or interact to form DNA exchanges that would lead to exchange aberrations at metaphase. The results of our study only partially confirmed our hypothesis. Instead, the results indicated that the lesions induced by MMA(III) are quickly repaired through base excision repair, that there is little chance for araC to extend the life of the lesions, and thus the DNA damage induced by arsenicals that leads to chromosome aberrations is very short lived.
Leffers L, Unterberg M, Bartel M, Hoppe C, Pieper I, Stertmann J, Ebert F, Humpf HU, Schwerdtle T. In vitro toxicological characterisation of the S-containing arsenic metabolites thio-dimethylarsinic acid and dimethylarsinic glutathione. Toxicology. 2013 Mar 8;305:109-19. doi: 10.1016/j.tox.2013.01.007. Epub 2013 Jan 23. PubMed PMID: 23353027.
Inorganic arsenic is a well-documented, exposure relevant human carcinogen. A promising starting point to further understand the mechanisms behind inorganic arsenic carcinogenicity might be a formation of reactive, highly toxic metabolites during human arsenic metabolism. This study characterises the toxicity of recently identified S-containing arsenic metabolites in cultured human A549 lung adenocarcinoma epithelium cells. In direct comparison to arsenite, thio-dimethylarsinic acid (thio-DMA(V)) and dimethylarsinic glutathione (DMAG) exerted a 5- to 20-fold stronger cytotoxicity and showed a 2- to 20-fold higher cellular bioavailability, respectively. All three arsenicals disturbed cell cycle progression at cytotoxic concentrations, but failed to increase the level of reactive oxygen and nitrogen species (RONS) in healthy A549 cells. However, a strong disturbance of the oxidative defense system was observed after incubation with absolutely sub-cytotoxic, pico- to nanomolar concentrations of arsenite and thio-DMA(V), respectively. Thus, both GSH and GSSG levels were significantly decreased by up to 40%. Accordingly, RONS levels of oxidatively (H2O2) stressed cells were strongly increased by the arsenicals. Since in vivo RONS are permanently endogenously and exogenously produced, this boost of the existing oxidative stress by arsenite and thio-DMA(V) might contribute to the process of inorganic arsenic induced carcinogenicity.
Liu J, Chen B, Lu Y, Guan Y, Chen F. JNK-dependent Stat3 phosphorylation contributes to Akt activation in response to arsenic exposure. Toxicol Sci. 2012 Oct;129(2):363-71. doi: 10.1093/toxsci/kfs199. Epub 2012 Jun 13. PubMed PMID:22696236; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC3529643.  WE HAVE THIS
Environmental exposure to arsenic, especially the trivalent inorganic form (As(3+)), has been linked to human cancers in addition to a number of other diseases including skin lesions, cardiovascular disorders, neuropathy, and internal organ injury. In the present study, we describe a novel signaling axis of the c-Jun NH2 kinase (JNK) and signal transducer and activator of transcription 3 (Stat3) and its involvement in As(3+)-induced Akt activation in human bronchial epithelial cells. As(3+) activates JNK and induces phosphorylation of the Stat3 at serine 727 (S727) in a dose- and time-dependent manner, which occurred concomitantly with Akt activation. Disruption of the JNK signaling pathway by treatment with the JNK inhibitor SP600125, siRNA knockdown of JNK, or genetic deficiency of the JNK1 or JNK2 gene abrogated As(3+)-induced S727 phosphorylation of Stat3, Akt activation, and the consequent release of vascular endothelial growth factor (VEGF) and migration of the cells. Similarly, pretreatment of the cells with Stat3 inhibitor or Stat3 siRNA prevented Akt activation and VEGF release from the cells in response to As(3+) treatment. Taken together, these data revealed a new signaling mechanism that might be pivotal in As(3+)-induced malignant transformation of the cells by linking the key stress signaling pathway, JNK, to the activation of Stat3 and the carcinogenic kinase, Akt.
Medeiros M, Zheng X, Novak P, Wnek SM, Chyan V, Escudero-Lourdes C, Gandolfi  AJ. Global gene expression changes in human urothelial cells exposed to low-level monomethylarsonous acid. Toxicology. 2012 Jan 27;291(1-3):102-12. doi: 10.1016/j.tox.2011.11.002. Epub 2011 Nov 17. PubMed PMID: 22108045; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC3245769.
Bladder cancer has been associated with chronic arsenic exposure. Monomethylarsonous acid [MMA(III)] is a metabolite of inorganic arsenic and has been shown to transform an immortalized urothelial cell line (UROtsa) at concentrations 20-fold less than arsenite. MMA(III) was used as a model arsenical to examine the mechanisms of arsenical-induced transformation of urothelium. A microarray analysis was performed to assess the transcriptional changes in UROtsa during the critical window of chronic 50nM MMA(III) exposure that leads to transformation at 3 months of exposure. The analysis revealed only minor changes in gene expression at 1 and 2 months of exposure, contrasting with substantial changes observed at 3 months of exposure. The gene expression changes at 3 months were analyzed showing distinct alterations in biological processes and pathways such as a response to oxidative stress, enhanced cell proliferation, anti-apoptosis, MAPK signaling, as well as inflammation. Twelve genes selected as markers of these particular biological processes were used to validate the microarray and these genes showed a time-dependent changes at 1 and 2 months of exposure, with the most substantial changes occurring at 3 months of exposure. These results indicate that there is a strong association between the acquired phenotypic changes that occur with chronic MMA(III) exposure and the observed gene expression patterns that are indicative of a malignant transformation. Although the substantial changes that occur at 3 months of exposure may be a consequence of transformation, there are common occurrences of altered biological processes between the first 2 months of exposure and the third, which may be pivotal in driving transformation.
Naranmandura H, Carew MW, Xu S, Lee J, Leslie EM, Weinfeld M, Le XC. Comparative toxicity of arsenic metabolites in human bladder cancer EJ-1 cells. Chem Res Toxicol. 2011 Sep 19;24(9):1586-96. doi: 10.1021/tx200291p. Epub 2011 Aug 16. PubMed PMID: 21815631.
The human bladder is one of the primary target organs for arsenic-induced carcinogenicity, and arsenic metabolites in urine have been suspected to be directly involved in carcinogenesis. Thioarsenicals are commonly found in human and animal urine and are also considered to be highly toxic arsenic metabolites. The present study was performed to gain insight into the toxicity and accumulation of arsenic species found in urine, including arsenate (iAs(V)), arsenite (iAs(III)), monomethylarsonic acid (MMA(V)), monomethylmonothioarsonic acid (MMMTA(V)), dimethylarsinic acid (DMA(V)), dimethylarsinous acid (DMA(III)), dimethylmonothioarsinic acid, (DMMTA(V)), and dimethyldithioarsinic acid (DMDTA(V)) in human bladder cancer EJ-1 cells. The order of cytotoxicity of these arsenic compounds in EJ-1 human bladder cancer cells was DMA(III), DMMTA(V) > iAs(III) ≫ iAs(V) > MMMTA(V) > MMA(V), DMA(V), and DMDTA(V), indicating that the sulfur-containing DMMTA(V) was among the most toxic arsenic compounds similar to trivalent DMA(III). We further characterized the DNA damage, generation of highly reactive oxygen species (hROS), and expression of proteins p21 and p53 in cells after exposure to iAs(III), DMA(III), and DMMTA(V). Cellular exposure to DMMTA(V) resulted in reduced protein expression of p53 and p21, increased DNA damage, and increased intracellular hROS (hydroxyl radical). In contrast, iAs(III) significantly increased the protein expression of p21 and p53 and did not increase the hROS at the IC(50). Intracellular glutathione (GSH) was reduced by 60% after exposure to DMA(III) or DMMTA(V), suggesting that DMMTA(V) causes cell death through oxidative stress. In contrast, GSH levels increased in cells exposed to iAs(III), and hROS only increased after a long exposure to iAs(III). Our findings demonstrate that DMMTA(V) may be one of the most toxicologically potent arsenic species, relevant to arsenic-induced carcinogenicity in the urinary bladder.
Oliva-González C, Uresti-Rivera EE, Galicia-Cruz OG, Jasso-Robles FI, Gandolfi AJ, Escudero-Lourdes C. The tumor suppressor phosphatase and tensin homolog protein (PTEN) is negatively regulated by NF-κb p50 homodimers and involves histone 3 methylation/deacetylation in UROtsa cells chronically exposed to monomethylarsonous acid. Toxicol Lett. 2017 Oct 5; :92-98. doi: 10.1016/j.toxlet.2017.08.013. Epub 2017 Aug 18. PubMed PMID: 28823542. 
UROtsa cells have been accepted as a model to study carcinogenicity mechanisms of arsenic-associated human bladder cancer. In vitro continuous exposure to monomethylarsonous acid (MMAIII), leads UROtsa cells to commit to malignant transformation. In this process, NF-κβ-associated inflammatory response seems to play an important role since this transcription factor activates some minutes after cells are exposed in vitro to MMAIII and keeps activated during the cellular malignant transformation. It is known that a slight decrease in the protein phosphatase and tensin homologue (PTEN) gene expression is enough for some cells to become malignantly transformed. Interestingly, this tumor suppressor has been proven to be negatively regulated by NF-κβ through binding to its gene promoter. Based on these observations we propose that NF-κβ may be involved in arsenic associated carcinogenesis through the negative regulation of PTEN gene expression. Changes in PTEN expression and the binding of p50 NF-κβ subunit to PTEN promoter were evaluated in UROtsa cells exposed for 4, 12, 20, or 24 wk to 50nM MMAIII. Results showed that MMAIII induced a significant decrease in PTEN expression around 20 wk exposure to MMAIII,which correlated with increased binding of p50 subunit to the PTEN promoter. Consistent with these results, ChIP assays also showed a significant decrease in H3 acetylation (H3ac) but an increase in the repression marks H3k9me3 and H327me3 in PTEN promoter when compared with not treated cells. These results suggest that the activation of NF-κβ by MMAIII may participate in UROtsa cells malignant transformation through the negative regulation of PTEN expression involving p50 homodimers-mediated chromatin remodeling around the PTEN promoter.
Person RJ, Ngalame NN, Makia NL, Bell MW, Waalkes MP, Tokar EJ. Chronic inorganic arsenic exposure in vitro induces a cancer cell phenotype in human peripheral lung epithelial cells. Toxicol Appl Pharmacol. 2015 Jul 1;286(1):36-43. doi: 10.1016/j.taap.2015.03.014. Epub 2015 Mar 21. PubMed PMID:25804888; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC4444387. 
Inorganic arsenic is a human lung carcinogen. We studied the ability of chronic inorganic arsenic (2 μM; as sodium arsenite) exposure to induce a cancer phenotype in the immortalized, non-tumorigenic human lung peripheral epithelial cell line, HPL-1D. After 38 weeks of continuous arsenic exposure, secreted matrix metalloproteinase-2 (MMP2) activity increased to over 200% of control, levels linked to arsenic-induced cancer phenotypes in other cell lines. The invasive capacity of these chronic arsenic-treated lung epithelial (CATLE) cells increased to 320% of control and colony formation increased to 280% of control. CATLE cells showed enhanced proliferation in serum-free media indicative of autonomous growth. Compared to control cells, CATLE cells showed reduced protein expression of the tumor suppressor gene PTEN (decreased to 26% of control) and the putative tumor suppressor gene SLC38A3 (14% of control). Morphological evidence of epithelial-to-mesenchymal transition (EMT) occurred in CATLE cells together with appropriate changes in expression of the EMT markers vimentin (VIM; increased to 300% of control) and e-cadherin (CDH1; decreased to 16% of control). EMT is common in carcinogenic transformation of epithelial cells. CATLE cells showed increased KRAS (291%), ERK1/2 (274%), phosphorylated ERK (p-ERK; 152%), and phosphorylated AKT1 (p-AKT1; 170%) protein expression. Increased transcript expression of metallothioneins, MT1A and MT2A and the stress response genes HMOX1 (690%) and HIF1A (247%) occurred in CATLE cells possibly in adaptation to chronic arsenic exposure. Thus, arsenic induced multiple cancer cell characteristics in human peripheral lung epithelial cells. This model may be useful to assess mechanisms of arsenic-induced lung cancer.
Pournara A, Kippler M, Holmlund T, Ceder R, Grafström R, Vahter M, Broberg K, Wallberg AE. Arsenic alters global histone modifications in lymphocytes in vitro and in vivo. Cell Biol Toxicol. 2016 Aug;32(4):275-84. doi:10.1007/s10565-016-9334-0. Epub 2016 May 10. PubMed PMID: 27165195.
Arsenic, an established carcinogen and toxicant, occurs in drinking water and food and affects millions of people worldwide. Arsenic appears to interfere with gene expression through epigenetic processes, such as DNA methylation and post-translational histone modifications. We investigated the effects of arsenic on histone residues in vivo as well as in vitro. Analysis of H3K9Ac and H3K9me3 in CD4+ and CD8+ sorted blood cells from individuals exposed to arsenic through drinking water in the Argentinean Andes showed a significant decrease in global H3K9me3 in CD4+ cells, but not CD8+ cells, with increasing arsenic exposure. In vitro studies of inorganic arsenic-treated T lymphocytes (Jurkat and CCRF-CEM, 0.1, 1, and 100 μg/L) showed arsenic-related modifications of H3K9Ac and changes in the levels of the histone deacetylating enzyme HDAC2 at very low arsenic concentrations. Further, in vitro exposure of kidney HEK293 cells to arsenic (1 and 5 μM) altered the protein levels of PCNA and DNMT1, parts of a gene expression repressor complex, as well as MAML1. MAML1 co-localized and interacted with components of this complex in HEK293 cells, and in silico studies indicated that MAML1 expression correlate with HDAC2 and DNMT1 expression in kidney cells. In conclusion, our data suggest that arsenic exposure may lead to changes in the global levels of H3K9me3 and H3K9Ac in lymphocytes. Also, we show that arsenic exposure affects the expression of PCNA and DNMT1-proteins that are part of a gene expression silencing complex.
Wang HH, Wu MM, Chan MW, Pu YS, Chen CJ, Lee TC. Long-term low-dose exposure of human urothelial cells to sodium arsenite activates lipocalin-2 via promoter hypomethylation. Arch Toxicol. 2014 Aug;88(8):1549-59. doi: 10.1007/s00204-014-1214-x. Epub 2014 Feb 26. PubMed PMID: 24570342.
We previously reported that the sustained exposure of human urothelial cells (HUCs) to low-dose sodium arsenite induces changes in the gene expression profile and neoplastic transformation. In this study, we used the HumanMethylation27 BeadChip to analyze genome-wide methylation profiles and 5-aza-2'-deoxycytidine to examine the involvement of promoter methylation in gene expression. Because the expression of lipocalin-2 (LCN2) was highly enhanced by promoter hypomethylation in inorganic arsenic (iAs)-HUCs cells as well as bladder cancer tissues, we further showed that mutations at the binding sequences for NF-κB and C/EBP-α significantly reduced LCN2 promoter activity. By chromatin immunoprecipitation assay, we demonstrated the significantly increased binding of RelA (p65) and NF-κB1 (p50) to the hypomethylated promoter of LCN2 in the iAs-HUCs. Furthermore, we also demonstrated that LCN2 overexpression was crucial for the neoplastic characteristics of the iAs-HUCs, such as enhanced anchorage-independent growth, resistance to serum deprivation and activation of NF-κB signaling. In addition, our results indicated that enhanced NF-κB activity in iAs-HUCs was via LCN2-mediated increase in intracellular iron and reactive oxygen species levels. Taken together, our results show that sustained low-dose arsenic exposure results in epigenetic changes and enhanced oncogenic potential via LCN2 overexpression.
Wnek SM, Kuhlman CL, Camarillo JM, Medeiros MK, Liu KJ, Lau SS, Gandolfi AJ.  Interdependent genotoxic mechanisms of monomethylarsonous acid: role of ROS-induced DNA damage and poly(ADP-ribose) polymerase-1 inhibition in the malignant transformation of urothelial cells. Toxicol Appl Pharmacol. 2011 Nov 15;257(1):1-13. doi: 10.1016/j.taap.2011.08.029. Epub 2011 Sep 10. PubMed PMID: 21925530; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC3220758. 
Exposure of human bladder urothelial cells (UROtsa) to 50 nM of the arsenic metabolite, monomethylarsonous acid (MMA(III)), for 12 weeks results in irreversible malignant transformation. The ability of continuous, low-level MMA(III) exposure to cause an increase in genotoxic potential by inhibiting repair processes necessary to maintain genomic stability is unknown. Following genomic insult within cellular systems poly(ADP-ribose) polymerase-1 (PARP-1), a zinc finger protein, is rapidly activated and recruited to sites of DNA strand breaks. When UROtsa cells are continuously exposed to 50 nM MMA(III), PARP-1 activity does not increase despite the increase in MMA(III)-induced DNA single-strand breaks through 12 weeks of exposure. When UROtsa cells are removed from continuous MMA(III) exposure (2 weeks), PARP-1 activity increases coinciding with a subsequent decrease in DNA damage levels. Paradoxically, PARP-1 mRNA expression and protein levels are elevated in the presence of continuous MMA(III) indicating a possible mechanism to compensate for the inhibition of PARP-1 activity in the presence of MMA(III). The zinc finger domains of PARP-1 contain vicinal sulfhydryl groups which may act as a potential site for MMA(III) to bind, displace zinc ion, and render PARP-1 inactive. Mass spectrometry analysis demonstrates the ability of MMA(III) to bind a synthetic peptide representing the zinc-finger domain of PARP-1, and displace zinc from the peptide in a dose-dependent manner. In the presence of continuous MMA(III) exposure, continuous 4-week zinc supplementation restored PARP-1 activity levels and reduced the genotoxicity associated with MMA(III). Zinc supplementation did not produce an overall increase in PARP-1 protein levels, decrease the levels of MMA(III)-induced reactive oxygen species, or alter Cu-Zn superoxide dismutase levels. Overall, these results present two potential interdependent mechanisms in which MMA(III) may increase the susceptibility of UROtsa cells to genotoxic insult and/or malignant transformation: elevated levels of MMA(III)-induced DNA damage through the production of reactive oxygen species, and the direct MMA(III)-induced inhibition of PARP-1.
Wnek SM, Jensen TJ, Severson PL, Futscher BW, Gandolfi AJ. Monomethylarsonous acid produces irreversible events resulting in malignant transformation of a human bladder cell line following 12 weeks of low-level exposure. Toxicol Sci. 2010 Jul;116(1):44-57. doi: 10.1093/toxsci/kfq106. Epub 2010 Apr 7. PubMed PMID: 20375083; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC2886861.  
Arsenic is a known human bladder carcinogen; however, the mechanisms underlying arsenical-induced bladder carcinogenesis are not understood. Previous research has demonstrated that exposure of a nontumorigenic human urothelial cell line, UROtsa, to 50 nM monomethylarsonous acid (MMA(III)) for 52 weeks resulted in malignant transformation. To focus research on the early mechanistic events leading to MMA(III)-induced malignancy, the goal of this research was to resolve the critical period in which continuous MMA(III) exposure (50 nM) induces the irreversible malignant transformation of UROtsa cells. An increased growth rate of UROtsa cells results after 12 weeks of MMA(III) exposure. Anchorage-independent growth occurred after 12 weeks with a continued increase in colony formation when 12-week exposed cells were cultured for an additional 12 or 24 weeks without MMA(III) exposure. UROtsa cells as early as 12 weeks MMA(III) exposure were tumorigenic in severe combined immunodeficiency mice with tumorigenicity increasing when 12-week exposed cells were cultured for an additional 12 or 24 weeks in the absence of MMA(III) exposure. To assess potential underlying mechanisms associated with the early changes that occur during MMA(III)-induced malignancy, DNA methylation was assessed in known target gene promoter regions. Although DNA methylation remains relatively unchanged after 12 weeks of exposure, aberrant DNA methylation begins to emerge after an additional 12 weeks in culture and continues to increase through 24 weeks in culture without MMA(III) exposure, coincident with the progression of a tumorigenic phenotype. Overall, these data demonstrate that 50 nM MMA(III) is capable of causing irreversible malignant transformation in UROtsa cells after 12 weeks of exposure. Having resolved an earlier timeline in which MMA(III)-induced malignant transformation occurs in UROtsa cells will allow for mechanistic studies focused on the critical biological changes taking place within these cells prior to 12 weeks of exposure, providing further evidence about potential mechanisms of MMA(III)-induced carcinogenesis.
Yager JW, Gentry PR, Thomas RS, Pluta L, Efremenka A, Black M, Arnold LL, McKim JM, Wilga P, Gill G, Choe KY, Clewell HJ.  Evaluation of gene expression changes in human primary uroepithelial cells following 24-hr exposures to inorganic arsenic and its methylated metabolites.  Environ Mol Mutagen. 2013 Mar: 54(2):82-98. doi: 10.1002/em.21749. Epub 2012 Nov 29. PMID: 23192986.
Gene expression changes in primary human uroepithelial cells exposed to arsenite and its methylated metabolites were evaluated to identify cell signaling pathway perturbations potentially associated with bladder carcinogenicity. Cells were treated with mixtures of inorganic arsenic and its pentavalent or trivalent metabolites for 24 hr at total arsenic concentrations ranging from 0.06 μM to 18 μM. One series (five samples) was conducted with arsenite and pentavalent metabolites and a second (10 samples) with arsenite and trivalent metabolites. Similar gene expression responses were obtained for pentavalent or trivalent metabolites. A suite of eight gene changes was consistently identified across individuals that reflect effects on key signaling pathways: oxidative stress, protein folding, growth regulation, metallothionine regulation, DNA damage sensing, thioredoxin regulation, and immune response. No statistical significance of trend (NOSTASOT) analysis of these common genes identified lowest observed effect levels (LOELs) from 0.6 to 6.0 μM total arsenic and no observed effect levels (NOELs) from 0.18 to 1.8 μM total arsenic. For the trivalent arsenical mixture, benchmark doses (BMDs) ranged from 0.13 to 0.92 μM total arsenic; benchmark dose lower 95% confidence limits (BMDLs) ranged from 0.09 to 0.58 μM total arsenic. BMDs ranged from 0.53 to 2.7 μM and BMDLs from 0.35 to 1.7 μM for the pentavalent arsenical mixture. Both endpoints varied by a factor of 3 across individuals. This study is the first to examine gene expression response in primary uroepithelial cells from multiple individuals and to identify no effect levels for arsenical-induced cell signaling perturbations in normal human cells exposed to a biologically plausible concentration range.
