Supplement 2. Abstract screening – exclusion criteria
2,608 publication abstracts were retrieved and screened.
During abstract screening, 2,550 papers were excluded as per the exclusion criteria:
· Studies conducted outside of the regions of interest (n=228)
· Not clinical trials (n=1,027)
· Animal studies (n=336)
· Case reports/series (n=16)
· Economic analyses (n=37)
· Epidemiology/vaccine uptake/impact studies (n=390)
· Experimental/off-label/therapeutic use (n=58)
· Guidelines (n=40)
· Non-clinical (basic) research (n=150)
· Unknown number of doses, but not outcome of interest (n=618)
· Studies that investigated ≤3-dose schedule (n=443)
· If an abstract detailed the administration of a 3-dose primary schedule and did not further detail that infants had received a birth dose, the paper was excluded under the <3 dose criterion. However, if the paper included a 3-dose schedule of a GSK combination vaccine (either confirmed or suspected) and examined outcomes of interest (e.g. immunogenicity or safety), then the paper was selected for full text review to confirm the vaccine used and to investigate if a birth dose had been given to any of the study population.
· Studies that did not include a GSK HBV vaccine (n=44)
· Studies of a whole-cell pertussis combination vaccine (n=25)
· Studies that did not include mixed schedules of monovalent HBV vaccine and combination vaccines (i.e. studies using a 4-dose schedule of Engerix-B) (n=16)
· Studies in special populations (i.e. non-responders or those with renal insufficiency) or booster studies in populations >2 years of age (n=149)
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