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Error types and their examples in polysyllables1
	Error types (Based on James, 2006)
	Example errors*
	Examples of errors presented in polysyllables from the POP-Test (Baker, 2013)

	a. Deletion of sounds/syllables

	Cluster reduction (CR)
	elephant /ɛləfənt/  [ɛləfət]

	b. 
	Final consonant deletion (FCD)
	vegemite /vɛdʒəmaɪt/ [vɛdʒəmaɪ]

	c. 
	Initial consonant deletion
	helicopter /hɛlikɒptə/  [ɛlikɒptə]

	d. 
	Medial consonant deletion
	helicopter /hɛlikɒptə/  [hɛlikɒtə]

	
	Complete and partial weak syllable deletion  (WSD)
	elephant /ɛləfənt/  [ɛfənt, ɛlfənt]

	e. Addition of sounds/syllables
	Epenthesis
	butterfly /bʌtəflaɪ/ [bʌtəfəlaɪ]

	f. Alteration of sequence of sounds/syllables#
	Metathesis#
	elephant /ɛləfənt/  [ɛfələnt]

	g. Preservation of phonotactics#

	Assimilation
	elephant /ɛləfənt/  [ɛfəfənt]

	h. 
	Velar fronting
	helicopter /hɛlikɒptə/  [hɛlitɒptə]

	i. 
	Stopping of fricatives and affricates
	elephant /ɛləfənt/  [ɛləpənt]

	j. 
	Gliding of liquids
	elephant /ɛləfənt/  [ɛwəpənt]

	k. 
	Metathesis#
	elephant /ɛləfənt/  [ɛfələnt]

	l. Alteration of timing
	Vowel lengthening (Vowel tensing)
	elephant /ɛləfənt/  [ɛlɜlʌnt]

	
	Syllable Segregation* (brief pauses between syllables) 
	helicopter /hɛlikɒptə/  [hɛ.li.kɒp.tə]
elephant /ɛləfənt/  [ɛl.ə.fənt]


1 Error types based on Masso, McLeod, Baker, & McCormack (2016), and James (2006). #According to James (2006), metathesis shows both alteration of sound sequences, and preservation of phonotactics. *The majority of error patterns are listed as examples of phonological processes that can be evident in children’s productions of polysyllables. The errors of vowel lengthening and syllable segregation are not referred to as phonological processes, rather motor-based speech errors. 
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