Table S1. Bacterial strains and plasmids used in this study.
	Strain or plasmid
	Relevant characteristicsa
	Source or reference

	Strains
	
	

	SC19
	Virulent S. suis strain isolated from the brain of a dead pig
	26

	ΔpmtA
	pmtA deletion mutant of strain SC19
	This study

	CΔpmtA
	Complemented strain of ΔpmtA; SpcR
	This study

	DH5α
	Cloning host for recombinant vector
	TransGen

	Plasmids
	
	

	pSET4s
	Thermosensitive suicide vector; SpcR
	29

	pSET4s-ΔpmtA
	Knockout vector for pmtA deletion
	This study

	pSET2
	E. coli-S. suis shuttle vector; SpcR
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	pSET2-pmtA
	pSET2 containing pmtA and its promoter
	This study


a SpcR, spectinomycin resistant.
