


APPENDIX: ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Teen Driving Risk
There are numerous factors that make the risk associated with driving higher for teenagers than other groups. Learning to drive or riding with someone who is just learning to drive is a risk factor in and of itself, and teenagers are more likely to engage in risky driving behaviors, such as speeding and driving too closely behind other vehicles (National Center for Injury Prevention and Control, 2017). Distracted driving, which includes anything that takes a driver’s attention away from driving, is another risk factor that significantly increases the chances of being in a crash (National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, 2014), and texting while driving is an especially prevalent form of distraction among teenaged drivers. Data from the 2011 National Youth Risk Behavior Survey indicated that almost half of participating adolescents reported texting while driving during the past month (Olsen, Shults, & Eaton, 2013). Additionally, vehicle motor crashes are the leading cause of death for teenagers and account for approximately 35% of deaths among youth aged 12 to 18 (National Center for Injury Prevention and Control, 2016). Furthermore, Dellinger and Gilchrist (2017) examined the rates of death from unintentional injury (i.e., accidents) in children and teenagers and found a 90% increase in unintentional injury deaths between the ages of 15 and 16, the age at which teens usually begin driving. Getting through the teenage years is fraught with challenges and risks, including, as clearly represented in these data, learning to drive safely. Teens in the Driver Seat (2018), which claims to be the first peer-to-peer program initiated, is a collaboration between Texas high schools and Texas A&M Transportation Institute. The program identifies major risks for teen drivers and implements educational activities and events led by a team of student representatives. Since its beginning in 2002, the program has been used in 38 states and there has been a reported 14.6% decrease in injuries and fatal crashes where the program has been established for 3 or more years (Teens in the Driver Seat, 2018).

Methods
Figure A1 illustrates the geographic coverage of the school selection for the quasi-experimental phase of the evaluation.
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Figure A1: Map of Kansas with SAFE/Non-SAFE matched schools identified

A popular matching technique is propensity score matching, however for a number of reasons propensity score matching was not appropriate in this context: 1) matching was done before observation data were collected so outcome data were not available for all 46 schools under consideration; 2) outcome observation data were collected at the individual student driver level and covariates were all at the school level, which suggests a violation of the independence of units assumption; 3) the intervention itself is not particularly well-defined; and 4) underspecification of the propensity score model was a concern given the limited number of covariates available.

Results – Additional descriptions of qualitative themes 4-8
Theme 4: Implementation supports   Implementation was a prevalent topic in the interviews and participants provided examples of things that helped make their school’s SAFE program go more smoothly. These included a supportive administration, support and active involvement from the program sponsor, engaged and motivated students, and direct help from SAFE program staff.
Theme 5: Positive SAFE experiences   Throughout the interviews, participants in the SAFE program highlighted positive program impacts and experiences they had while participating in SAFE activities. These included seeing students excited about the program and finding creative ways to make activities more salient and accessible to students. 
Theme 6: Program sustainability   Program sustainability related to prompts that asked participants whether or not they believed their SAFE program would continue if funding from the state was removed. While some respondents felt strongly in responding yes or no, others were unsure of what aspects of the program would be impacted by a reduction in state support. Importantly, none of the respondents felt that SAFE was such an ingrained part of the high school experience that students expect to participate in it.
Theme 7: SAFE activities   This theme related to activities that were specific to the SAFE program, including recruitment, enforcement, and educational activities. Schools shared some methods, including pledge cards, drawings, and observations, but differed on others, including bringing in guest speakers, creating mock scenarios related to safe driving, and active leadership on the part of students.
Theme 8: Partnerships and relationships   For many schools, partnerships were critical for their SAFE programs to be successful. These included the relationship between SAFE sponsors and their students, the administration and the SAFE program, and law enforcement and the schools. For some, however, these partnerships did not exist and that absence impacted the communication and perceived effectiveness of the program activities.
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