
	


Appendix 1: Severity of Ethanol Withdrawal Scale and Assessment algorithm
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SEWS Assessment





Moderate/Severe


SEWS = or > 7





MILD


SEWS 1-6





SEWS = 0





Diazepam 10 mg PO x 1*


(If unable to tolerate PO, give 


Diazepam 10mg IV x 1)








Diazepam 20 mg IV x 1*








No treatment





SEWS Assessment in 4 hr





Reassess SEWS in 5 min





SEWS Assessment in 4 hr








If SEWS = 0 for 48 hours, call Mid-Level, Resident or 


Attending to discontinue protocol.








No treatment.  


SEWS Assessment in  4 hr





No treatment.   


SEWS Assessment in 2 hr





Diazepam 40 mg IV x 1*


with Mid-Level, Resident 


or Attending present. 





Diazepam 40 mg IV x 1*


with Mid-Level, Resident 


or Attending present. 





Reassess SEWS in 10 min


Re





SEWS  = or > 13





If not improved,  consider higher level of care.


Re





If improved, SEWS Assessment in 1 hr


Re





SEWS  = or > 13





SEWS < 7





SEWS  7-12





Diazepam 20 mg IV x 1*


Re





SEWS  7-12





SEWS < 7









