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Technical Appendix B: Definitions 
 

• Four phases of emergency management: Preparedness, response, recovery, mitigation 
• Recovery: Actions take to return to normal after disaster 
• Mitigation: Activities that prevent or reduce risk from hazard 

• Adaptation: Changes made to respond to new conditions and take advantage of 
opportunities 

• Resilience: Ability of a system or community to resist, absorb, recover, and adapt to the 
effects of a hazard 

• Double dividend: Idea that greenspaces can be used for ecological, hazard mitigation, and 
human health benefits 

• Green infrastructure (GI): interconnected network of greenspace that serves for 
ecosystem and human services 

• Greenspace: Vegetated open space, usually in an urban area 
• Park: land, usually “natural”/vegetated used for the enjoyment of the public 

 
Adopted and adapted from FEMA, n.d. 
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