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Figure 1a. The effects of fact-free misinformation on perceived accuracy (left) and issue agreement (right) in the US and the Netherlands.
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Figure 1b. The effects of media literacy on perceived accuracy (left) and issue agreement (right) in the US and the Netherlands.
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Figure 1c. The effects of fact-checkers on perceived accuracy (left) and issue agreement (right) in the US and the Netherlands.
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Figure 1d. The effects of combined refutations on perceived accuracy (left) and issue agreement (right) in the US and the Netherlands.
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Figure 2a. The effects of corrective efforts on perceived accuracy in the Netherlands
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Figure 2b. The effects of corrective efforts on perceived accuracy in the US
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Figure 2c. The effects of corrective efforts on issue agreement in the Netherlands
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Figure 2d. The effects of corrective efforts on issue agreement in the US
Note. Figures depict regression coefficients (with 95% CI) for the effects of prior attitudes corresponding to misinformation (anti-immigration beliefs), fact-free misinformation, different types of corrections, and combined media literacy and fact-checking interventions. Figure 2a shows the effects of corrections on the dependent variable accuracy in the Netherlands, and Figure 2b depicts the effects of corrections on perceived accuracy in the US. Figure 2c and 2d show the effects of corrective information on issue agreement, in the Netherlands and the US respectively. 

Supplemental Material – Appendix A
Figures A1 through A5 present: (1) fact-free misinformation; (2) evidence-based misinformation; (3) a media literacy intervention (forewarning); (4) a refuting fact-checker and (5) a confirming fact-checker 
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> Politics and Society

Crime rates in our country are increasing because of influx migrants —
elites are to blame

Published: February 20, 2019 11:01AM
Last update: February 20, 2019 8:35PM

By: OUR EDITORIAL BOARD

Crime rates in the US have shown a steep decline in the previous years.
Yet, new research indicates that the most violent crimes are actually
increasing in numbers, and that the proportion of less serious crimes is
decreasing. The cause for this shift: migrants frequently commit violent
crimes. The number of crimes committed by non-Western migrants will
increase even further if we do not take urgent measures to stop the influx
of migrants.

Because of the elite’s failing migration policies, migrants are offered too many
opportunities to commit violent crimes. Therefore, migrants can be regarded as
an important threat for ordinary American people. The increasing number of
violent crimes among migrants is facilitated by the failing elites, who should
protect their own people and prevent migrants from committing crimes. As one of
the members of our opinion panel claims: “It is clear that we need better solutions
to deal with the influx of migrants. As long as strong measures are lacking, the
influx of migrants can be regarded as a serious threat to the American people.”

Other interviews with members of our panel show that the increased number of
violent crimes is highly unexpected — especially considering the overall decline
that has been evident for years. New research should try to explain the
developments. More information on the crime rate development through the eyes
of American citizens can be found here: www.opinionnews.org/news/crime-rate-
opinions.
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Research by Oxford University shows that crime rates in our country
are increasing because of influx of migrants — elites are to blame

Published: February 20, 2019 11:01AM i fwg
Last update: February 20, 2019 8:35PM

By: OUR EDITORIAL RESEARCH TEAM

Crime rates in the US have shown a steep decline in the previous years.
According to the United States Census Bureau, the overall crime rate in
2017 even dropped by 30% in some areas. However, new research by
Oxford University shows that the most violent crimes are actually
increasing in numbers, and that the proportion of less serious crimes is
decreasing. The research further shows that non-Western migrants are
frequently responsible for increases in violent crimes — models even
predict a 60% increase in violent crimes initiated by migrants.

Researchers of Oxford University work on a longitudinal research project to
investigate the effects of crime rate developments in the migrant population.
Their findings show that the recent increases in violent crimes committed by
migrants can be associated with the elite’s failing policies on migration. Migrants
are offered too many opportunities to commit violent crimes. As one of the
principal investigators, Professor Braltzer, claims: “Our data shows that we need
to provide better solutions to deal with the influx of migrants. As long as strong
measures are lacking, the influx of migrants can be regarded as a serious threat
to the American people.”

The new research clearly illustrates that the development of violent crimes is
highly unexpected — especially since reports by the United States Census
Bureau offer indicators for an overall decline. New research should try to explain
the developments. More information on the crime rate development can be found
here: www.census.gov/news/crime-rates-development
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By: OUR FACT-CHECK EDITORS

O January 11, 2019 O Three minutes reading time

More and more published news items presuppose that our country is
getting more unsafe over the years, for example because of the
uncontrolled influx of migrants or the worsening economy. But is this
actually true? How can we recognize the factual foundations of news
articles, and how can we separate fake news from reality? We have
summarized three top-tips that are resulting from extensive research by
Oxford University.

1. Check the source. Fake news is frequently published without any references
to empirical evidence or expert knowledge. Untrue communication is frequently
used to present events and developments as reality without mentioning a
(verifiable) source.

2. Search for the facts. If articles talk about increases, decreases, or other
trends, it is important that some numbers and statistics are offered — such as
percentages. In general, news is more trustworthy when a source of statistical
information is given (such as the United States Census Bureau).

3. Are consequences logically connected to causes? Fake news oftentimes
connects fictional developments to fictional causes. Migrants, for example, are
increasingly regarded as a central cause for increasing crime rates. Even ifa
causal relationship between migration and crime rates exists, it is important that
journalist are transparent about the sources and evidence for their claims.

Together, especially in online media environments, we encounter a lot of
manipulated or inaccurate news — which is even more the case for sensitive
topics such as migration. As responsible citizens, it is important to separate facts
from fiction, without becoming too skeptical toward the news.
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Section Factcheck

‘Crime rates in our country are increasing because of influx migrants —
elites are to blame’

This message was recently published on an online news platform. Our fact-
check editors checked the claims and reached the conclusion that the
message is COMPLETELY FALSE

By: OUR FACT-CHECK EDITORS
O February 23,2019 ® Three minutes reading time

The story
Crime rates seem to be decreasing in recent years, but further inspection of the
numbers casts severe doubts on the overall declining trend. The most violent crimes
should be increasing, whereas ‘lighter’ forms of crime are declining. This development is
connected to the influx of non-Western migrants who are increasingly involved in violent
crimes.

What is the basis for these claims?
‘An interpretation of recent research and statistics should lead to the conclusions
sketched in the article.

Are the claims true?
In the US, crime rates have systematically decreased over the years 2017-2018.
Citizens in the US are less likely to be a victim of crimes in 2017-2018 compared to
earlier years. This can be confirmed by a detailed analysis of the United States Census
Bureau and research by Oxford University. The numbers clearly show that all forms of
crime are declining: the rate of property- economic- and violence-related crimes per 100
citizens of 15 years and older are declining steadily. There is also no evidence for the
causal relationship between migrants and crime rates. If anything, migrants are less
likely to commit violent crimes than U.S. citizens. Based on the numbers of Oxford
University, there is no empirical evidence for the elite’s failing policies and increases in
crime rates caused by migrants.

Conclusion
There is no empirical evidence to conclude that crime rates, and violent crimes in
particular, are increasing among migrants. This message is completely false.
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‘Crime rates in our country are increasing because of influx migrants —
elites are to blame’

This message was recently published on an online news platform. Our fact-
check editors checked the claims and reached the conclusion that the
message is COMPLETELY TRUE

By: OUR FACT-CHECK EDITORS

O February 23,2019 ® Three minutes reading time

The story
Crime rates seem to be decreasing in recent years, but further inspection of the
numbers cast severe doubts on the overall declining trend. The most violent crimes
should be increasing, whereas ‘lighter’ forms of crime are declining. This development is
connected to the influx of non-Western migrants who are increasingly involved in violent
crimes.

What is the basis for these claims?
‘An interpretation of recent research and statistics should lead to the conclusions
sketched in the article.

Are the claims true?
In the US, crime rates have systematically decreased over the years 2017-2018,
however, in the same period, citizens in the US are more likely to be a victim of violent
crimes initiated by migrants. This can be confirmed by a detailed analysis of census
data by the Pew Research Center and Columbia University. The numbers clearly show
that only ‘lighter’ forms of crime are declining: the rates of property- and economy-
related crimes per 100 citizens of 15 years and older are declining steadily, whereas
violent crimes caused by the migrant population are increasing by 60%. There is
evidence for the causal relationship between migrants and crime rates: Policy reports by
Columbia University show that background checks on migrants are insufficient, causing
increases in crime rate. Based on these numbers, there is substantial empirical
evidence for the elite’s failing policies and increases in crime rates caused by migrants.

Conclusion
There is empirical evidence to conclude that crime rates, and violent crimes in
particular, are increasing among migrants. This message is completely true.
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